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AHOMEI (or, according to the 
true Pronunciation of the Word, 
Mohammed) was born at Mecca, 

© | City of Arabia, of the Tribe 
IF of the Koraſhites, which was rec- 
kon'd the Nobleſt in all that Coun- 
— try, and was deſcended in a direct 
Line of Primogeniture from Pher Koraihh the firſt 


Founder of it, from whom they derive his Pe- 


digree in this manner; The Son of Pher Koxazſp 
was Galeb ; ,the Son of Galeb, Lawa; the Son 
of Lawa, Caab; the Son of Caab, Morrah, whoſe 
younger Brother was Ada; from whom was de- 


. 1cended Omar Ebno'l Chat tab, that was Calif. The 


Sons of Morrah were Chelab, Tayem, and Tokdah : 
From Tayem, Abu Beker and Telba; and from Tok- 
dah, Chalid Ebn Valid, had their Deſcent, Chelab 
„ ” B Was 
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2 The Life of MAHOE r. | 
was he who firſt gave the Months of the Year thoſe 
Names by which the Arabs ever ſince have called 


them, even to this Day. They had formerly other 
Names, but Chelab having given them thoſe new 


ones, they firſt grew into uſe among the Koraſhites, 


and after, by the Authority of Mahomet, When he 


had brought all the reft of the Tribes of the Arabs 


under his Power, obtain'd every where elſe, and 
the old ones became totally aboliſh'd. The eldeſt 
Son of Chelab was Coſa, and the ge Zahn ah, 
from Whom was Amena, the Mother of Mabomet. 


Coſa was very famous among the Koraſhites, for 
gaining to. his Family the Keeping of the Keys of 


the Caaba, and with them the Precedency of that 
Temple, which is the ſame to which the Maho- 
metans now make their Pilgrimage at Mecca, and 
was then as much celebrated for the Heathen Wor- 


Tp among the Arabs, as it hath ſince been for 
the Mahometan , and therefore the Preſidency of it 


was a Matter of great Moment, as being a Station 


Which render'd him that was in it Honourable 


through all Arabia. It was before in the Pofſef- 
fon of Abu Gabſhan, of the Tribe of the Cozaites, 
Who were of the ancient Race of the Arabs, de- 
ſcended from Foktan, and formerly had their Dwel- 
ling in Taman, or Arabia Felix, till being driven 
thenee by an Inundation from the breaking down of 
the Banks of the Lake Aram, which deſtroy'd their 


Country, they came and {ſettled in the Valley of F 


Marry, not far from Mecca, and from thence they 


were call'd Coates, which ſignifieth,the cutting of, 


becauſe by this Remove they were ſeparated, and 


as it were, cut off from the reſt of their Kindred. 
They had not long liv'd at Marry, till they grew r 


10 powerful as to make themſelves Malters of 


Mecca, and alſo of the Caaba, or Temple, which 
ſtooch there, and held both the Government of the 


one, 


ws e .. 
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The Life of MAHOMET. 3 
one, and the Preſidency of the other, for many Ages 
after; till at length the latter falling into the 


Hands of AbuGabſhan, a weak and filly Man, Coſz 


circumvented him while in a drunken Humour, 
and bought of him the Keys of the Temple, and with 
them the Preſidency of it, for a Bottle of Wine. 
But Abu Gabſhan being gotten out of his drunken 
Fit, ſufficiently repented of his fooliſh Bargain 
from whence grew theſe Proverbs among the A- 
rabs, More vex'd with late Repentance than Abu 
Gabſhan; and More filly than Abu Gabſhan ; Which 
are uſually ſaid of thoſe who part with a thing of 
great Moment for a ſmall matter. However, he 


Was not ſo filly, but when he came to himſelf he 


underſtood the Valne of what he had parted with, 


and would fain have retriev'd it again; to which 


purpoſe he gave Coſa ſome Diſturbance in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Purchaſe; and the reſt of the Coxaites 
join'd with him herein, as not liking that he 
ſhould be thus deprived of his Right by a Trick, 
and thereby the Prefidency'of the Temple go out of 
their Tribe into that of the Koraſbites. But Coſa 
being aware hereof, ſent privately to all the Korg 
fortes, who were diſpers'd abroad among the Neigh- 
bouring Tribes, to, meet with him at Mecca on a 
Day appointed; with whoſe Help falling on the 
Coxaites, he expell'd them all out of the City, and 
from that time the whole Poſſeſſion of Mecca re- 
main'd to the Korafhites z and Coſa and his Poſte- 
rity, in'a right Line down to Mahomet, had the 
Preſideney of the Temple, and the chief Government 
of the City ever after. = (1-7 DI watur 0 
The eldeſt Son of Coſa was Abd Menaph,' and the 
younger Abdol Uzza, Names taken from the Idols 
of the Temple, of which Coſa had now gotten the 
Preſidency : For Abd Menaph in the Arab Language 
lignifieth the Servant K Worſhipper of Menaph; 
3 5 2 a | 


and 


1 The Life of MAHOMET. 
and Abdol Uzza, the Servant or Worſhipper of 
' Uzza, which were Heathen Deities then worſhip- 
ped by the Arabians, Of the Poſterity of Abdol 
Vaza were Zobair, and Cadigha the Wife of Ma- 

omet. | | 74 
a The eldeſt Son of Abd Mexaph was Haſhem, 
and the younger Abdſbem, whoſe, Son was Ommaa, 
from whom the Ommiadæ, who for ſo many De- 
ſcents govern'd the Saracen Empire, Haſhem, as 
well as his Father and. Grandfather, was Prince of 
his Tribe, and a Perſon of great Note in his Time 
thro' all Arabia. From him the Kindred of Ma- 
bomet. are call'd Haſbemites; and he who governs 
at Mecca and Medina (who muſt always be of the 
Race of Mahomet) is call'd in their Language, A. 
Emamo'| Haſhem, that is, the Prince of the | = bai 


even unto this Day. 


Ihe Son of Haſhem was Abdol Motallab, who 
| Tucceeded his Father in the Government of his Tribe 
at Mecca, and had to do with two very formidable 
Enemies in his Time, Choſroes, the firſt of that 
Name, King of Ferſia, and Abraham King of the 
Ethiopians. The firſt having extended his Empire 
a great way into Arabia, on the North of Mecca, 
and the other poſſeſſed himſelf. of the Kingdom of 
the Homerites on the South, became very dangerous 
Neighbours unto him; but he defended himſelf 
againſt both, and forced the latter to a very ſhame» 
ful Retreat, when he came with a numerous Army 
to beſiege the City, as ſhall be hereafter more fully 
related. He lived to a very great Age, being an 
hundred and ten Years old at his Death : He had 
thirteen Sons; their Names were as followeth, 
Abdollab, Hamzah, Al- Abbas, Abu Taleb, Abu 
Labeb, Al-Gidak, Al Hareth, Fahel, Al-Mokawam, 
Dorar, Al-Zobarr, Ketham and Abdal Caaba. The 
eldeſt of them, Abdollah, having married . 
72 + | tne 
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 Choſroes the Firſt, King of Perfia. 


he Daughter of Vaheb, was by her the Father of 
2 who. was born at Mecca in the Month 
of May, in the Year of our Lord 571, Fuſtin the 
Second being then Emperor of Conftantinople, and 


By this it appears Mahomet was not of ſuch 
mean and vile Parentage as ſome have aſſerted ; 


for being a Koraſhite, he was of the nobleſt Tribe 
of all Arabia, and the Family he was born of was 


the moſt conſiderable of that Tribe, as being that 
which for ſeveral Deſcents together had born the 


chief Rule over it. However, in the Beginning 


of his Life he was in a very poor and diſpicable 
Condition; for his Father dying before he was 
two Years old, and while his Grandfather, Abdoal 
Motallab, was ſtill living. all the Power and Wealth 


of his Family became deriv'd to his Uncles, eſpe- 


cially to Abu Taleb, who after the Death of Abdol 
Motallab, his Father, bore the chief Sway in Mecca 
as long as he liv'd, which was to a very great Age; 
and under his Protection chiefly was it that Ma- 
homet, when he firſt broach'd his Impoſture, was 
ſupported againſt all his Oppoſers, and grew up 
to that Height thereby, as to be able after his 
Death to carry it on, and alſo eftabliſh it thro? all 
Arabia by his own Power. 7% 
After his Father's Death he continued under 
the Tuition of his Mother till the eighth Lear of 


his Age, when ſhe alſo dying, he was taken home 


to his Grandfather, Abdol Motallab, who at his: 


Death, which happen'd the next Year after, com- 
mitted him to the Care of his Uncle, Abu Taleb, 


to be educated by him out of Charity, who car- 


rying on a Trade of Merchandize, took him into 
this Employment, and bred him up in the Buſi- 


neſs of it: For Mecca being ſituated in a very bar- 


ren Soil, could not of ſelf ſubfiſt ; and therefore 
: the 
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6 The Life of MAHOMET. 


the Inhabitants were forced to betake themſelves E | 


to Merchandize for their Support; and the beſt 
Men among them had ſcarce any other Eſtate but 
their Stock wherewith they did Traffick; and 
therefore they all betook themſelves to this courſe MF 
of Life, which they ſeem to have received down 
from the  [hmaelites, from whom they were de- 
ſeended, and in the ſame manner as they carried 
on a Trade into Syria, Perſia and Egypt, on Camels 
Backs, furniſhing thoſe Countries with ſuch Com- 
modities as came to them from India, Ethiopia, and 9 
other Southern Parts, for which Commerce they 9 
were very advantageoufly ſituated, as lying near 5 
the Red Sea, where they had the Port Fodda, the > 
. moſt convenient for Shipping in all thoſe Streights. 
And in this Courſe of Life Mahomet was bred up 
under his Uncle; and as ſoon as he was of a fit Age 
he was ſent with his Camels into Syria. On his 
coming to Boſra, a City on the Confines of that 
Country, while he was attending his Uncle's Fac- 
tors in the vending of his Wares in the publick 
Market-place, he was there ſeen (ſay the Maho; 
metans) by Babira, a learned Monk of that Place, 
who immediately knowing him to be the great þ 
Prophet that was to come, preſs'd with great Ear- "= 
neſtneſs thro' the Crowd unto him, and taking him 9 
by the Hand, there foretold of him all thoſe great "of 
Things which afterwards came to paſs. The Mark "2 
whereby he knew him (ſay they) was the Prophe- B 
| tick Light which ſhone on his Face. This 'Prophes wal 
tick Light, they tell us, God firſt placed on Adam, * 
to be a Sign of the Prophets that were to be born 
of him; That this Light deſcended down to Abras. 


bam, was from him divided into two, one on the ' 

Face of Iſaac, and the other on the Face of Iſhmael; 1 

That Iſaac's Light was ſoon after manifeſted in the N 

many Prophets. which appeared of his Poſtecity - 4 
| among 
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among the Children of Iſrael ; but that which was 


placed on Ihmael was ſuppreſs'd, and lay hid till 


the coming of Mahomet, on whom it firſt appear- 


ed; and that Bahira ſeeing it on him, thereby 
knew him ( ſay they) to be a great Prophet ſent 
of God, who was e'er long to manifeſt himſelf. 
But others fay, the Mark by which he knew him, 
was the Seal of his Prophetick Miſion, ſtamp'd with 
2 wonderful Impreſs between his Shoulders. But 
the Truth is, Mahomet did not become acquainted 
with this Bahira till many Years after, when he 
traded for Cadigha in thoſe Parts; as ſhall in its 
Till the twenty fifth Year of his Age he con- 
tinued in this Employment under his Uncle; but 
then one of the chief Men of the City dying, 
and his Widow, whoſe Name was Cadigba (to 
whom he left all his Stock, which was of conſide- 
rable Value) wanting a Factor to manage it for her, 
ſhe invited Mahomet into her Service; and having 


offer'd him ſuch advantageous Conditions as he 
thought fit to accept of, he undertook this Em- 


ployment under her, and for three Years traded 
for her at Damaſcus, and other Places; and in the 
Management of this Charge go! her that Con- 
tent, and ſo far inſinuated himſelf into her Favour 
and good Opinion thereby, that about the 28th 
Year of his Age ſhe gave her ſelf to him in Marri- 
age, being then forty Years old; and from being 
Servant, thus advaneed him to be the Maſter both 
of her Perſon and Eſtate; which having render'd 
him equal in Wealth to the beſt Men of the City, 
his ambitious Mind began to entertain Thoughts 
of poſſeſſing himſelf of the Sovereignty over it. 
His Anceſtors had for ſeveral Deſcents been Chiefs 


of the Tribe; and his Great Grandfather, Haſhem, 


had made himſelf very conſiderable, not only at 


8 The Life of MAHOMET. 
home, but alſo among his Neighbours abroad; 


and had his Father liv'd, the Power and Wealth 


of his Family, after the Death of his Grandfather, ' 


would have deſcended to him, as being the eldeſt 
Son ; and after his Deceaſe, to himſelf; and it 


was only his Misfortune in being left an Orphan 
during the Life of his Grandfather that deprived 


him of all this. Theſe. Conſiderations meeting 
with an ambitious, aſpiring Mind, ſoon put him 
upon Defigns of raiſing himſelf to the Supreme Go 


vernment of his Country; and being a very oper 


crafty Man, after having maturely weigh'd al 

Ways and Means whereby to bring this to paſs, 
concluded none ſo likely to effect it as the framing 
of that Impoſture, which he afterwards vented with 


ſo much Miſchief to the World. For the conrſe 
of Trade which he drove into Egypt, Paleſtine and 


Syria, having made him well acquainted both with 


Chriſtians. and Jews, and obſerving with what Ea- 


gerneſs, as well they as the ſeveral Sects into 
which the Chriſtians of the Eaſt were then miſera- 
bly divided, did engage againſt each other, he 
from thence concluded, That nothing would be 


more likely to gain a Party firm to him for the 4 


compaſſing of his ambitious Ends, than the mak- 
ing of a new Religion. And for ſuch a Change he 
judg'd his Citizens might be well diſpoſed, becauſe 
their Trafick and frequent Converſe with Chriſtians 


: having much taken off their Affection and Zeal for 


that groſs Iolat r) which they had hitherto been 
addicted to, they were at that Time from Hea- 
theniſm generally fallen ihto Zendiciſm, an_ Error 
among the Arabs near of kin to the Saduciſm of the 
Fews, as denying Providence, the Refurrection, 
and a Future State; which being in reality to be 


without any Religion at all, they were the better 


fitted, while thus void of all other Impreſſions of 


God, 
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God, and his Worſhip, to receive any he ſhould 
impoſe upon them; and therefore betaking him- 
ſelf to frame ſuch a Religion as he thought might 
beſt go down with them, he drew up a Scheme of 
that Impoſture he afterwards deluded them with, 
which being a Medley made up of Fudaiſm, the 
ſeveral Herefies of the Chriſtians then in the Ea, 
and the old Pagan Rites of the Arabs, with an In- 
dulgence to all ſenſual Delights, it did too well 
anſwer his Deſign in drawing Men of all forts to 
the embracing of it. 7 8 | 

But that he might not immediately, from that 
Tdolatry which he had hitherto practiſed with the 
reſt of his Citizens, commence a Preacher againſt 
it; and from his preſent Courſe of Life, which 
was very lecentious and wicked, take upon him a 


Character ſo unſuitable to it, as that of a Prophet, 


without ſome previous Change, in the 38th Year 
of his Age he withdrew himſelf from his former 
Converſation, and effecting an Eremetical Life, 
uſed every Morning to withdraw himfelf into a- 
ſolitary Cave near Mecca, call'd the Cave of Hera, 
and there continue all Day, exerciſing himſelf, as 
he 'pretended, in Prayers, Faſtings and Holy 
Meditations; and there it is ſuppoſed he firſt had 
his Conſults with thoſe Accomplices, by whoſe 
Help he made his Alcoran. On his Return home 
at Night he uſed to teil his Wife Cadigha of Viſions 
which he had ſeen, and ſtrange Voices which he 
had heard in his Retirement : For he aimed firſt 
of all to draw her into the Impoſture, knowing that 
thereby he ſhould ſecure his own Family to his De- 
lign (without which it would be dangerous for him 
to venture on it) and alſo gain in her an able Par- 
tizan for him among the Women. But ſhe reject- 
ing theſe Stories as vain Fancies of his own di- 
iturb'd Imagination, or elſe Deluſions of the Devil, 
; at 


10 The Life of MAHOMET. 
at length he open'd himſelf farther unto her, and 
feign'd a Converſe with the Angel Gabriel, which 
the was alſo backward to believe, till after ſeveral 
repeated Stories to her of his Revelations from 
the ſaid Angel, ſhe conſulted with a fugitive 
Monk then in their Houſe, (of whom I ſhall here- 
after ſpeak) who being in the Plot. help'd to con- 
firm her 1n the Belief of what Mahomet had com- 
municated unto her, whereby being totally per- 
ſwaded that Mahomet was really call'd to that Pro- 
phetick Office which he pretended to, from thence- 
forth gave up her Faith totally to him, and became 
his firſt Proſelyte in this Impoſture. | 

After he had carry'd this Point, having now, 
by two Years conſtantly practiſing a retir'd and 
_ auſtere Life, gain'd, as he thought, a ſufficient 
Reputation of Sanctity for his Deſign, in the 40th 
Year of his Age, he began to take upon him the 
Stile of the Apoſtle of God, and under that Charac- 
ter to propagate the Impoſture which he had been 
ſo long projecting... But for four Years he did it 
only in private among ſuch as he had moſt Confi- 
dence in, clancularly inſinuating his Deluſions into 
them. His firſt Proſehte, as has been ſaid, was 
Cadigha, his Wife; his ſecond was Zayd Ebn Ha- 
reth his Servant; and the third his Couſin Al:, the 
Son of Abu Taleb, his Uncle, who from hence was 
uſed to ſtile himſelf the firſt of Believers, not 
making any Reckoning of the other two, He 
tempted his Servant Zayd by promiſing him his 
Freedom ; and accordingly, on his receiving his 
Religion, he manumis'd <p And from hence it 
hath become a Law among the Mahometans ever 
ſince, to make their Slaves free whenever they 
turn to their Religion. 
It is to be obſerv'd, that Mahomet began this 
Impofture about the ſame Time that the B:/hop of 


Rome, 


— 
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id Rome, by Virtue of a Grant from the wicked Ty- 
hn rant Phocas, firſt aſſum'd the Title of Vniverſal Ta- 
a! for, and thereon claim'd to himſelf that Supremacy 
= wh he hath been ever ſince endeavouring to 
— uſurp over the Church of Chriſt. And from this 
WI time both having conſpir'd to found themſelves an 
Enpire in Impoſture, their Followers have been ever 
—— ſince endeavouring by the ſame Methods, that 1s, 
r- MR thoſe of Fire and Sword, to propagate it among 
ny” Mankind ; ſo that Antichrift ſeems at this time to 
* have ſet both his Feet upon Chritendom together, 
125 the one it the Eaft and the other in the V; and 
how much each hath trampled upon the Church of 
Vs Chriſt the Ages ever ſince ſucceeding have abun- 
d dantly experienced. | 
at Mahomet's fourth Diſciple was Abu Beker, who - 
th * being one of the richeſt Men of Mecca, and a Per- 
le > ſon of great Wiſdom and Experience, brought 
c- with him no ſmall Help and Reputation to his 
n Cauſe; and his Example was ſoon follow'd by 
it BZ five others, Othman Ebn Offan, Zobair Ebno'l A- 
i- vam, Saad Ebn Abu Waccas, Abdorrahman Ebn Auf 
o and Abu Obeida Ebno'l Ferah, who were afterwards 
5 the principal Generals of his Armies, and the chief 
i Irftruments under him, by whoſe Help he eſtab» 
e liſh'd both his Empire and his Inpoſture together in 
18 thoſe Parts of the World. / Rugs 
t After he had gotten theſe nine Diſciples, ſome of 
e which were the principal Men of the City, he be- 
1s gan openly to publiſh his Impoſture to the People 
8 of Mecca in the 44th Year of his Age, and pub- 
it lickly to declare himſelf a Prophet ſent by God to 
r reduce them from the Error of Paganiſm, and to 
7 teach them the true Religion. The firſt Dockrine 
| that he propagated among them was, That there 
8 was but Oue God, and that he only is to be Wor- 
* ſhipp'd, and that all Idols were to be taken away, 
* 1 


G2 and 


12 Ihbe Life of MAHOMET. 
and their Worſhip utterly aboliſhed; and that 
thoſe who ſay God hath Sons or Daughters, or that 
there are any other Gods aſſociated with him, are 
3mpious, and ought to be abhorr'd, By denying 
him Sons and Aflociates, he reflected on the Chrz- 
fitans for holding the Doctine of the Trinity, and 
that Feſus Chrif is the Son of God; the Belief of 
both which he doth in many Places in his Alcoran 
vehemently forbid. By denying him Daughters, 
he condemn'd the Idolatrous Practice of the Ara- 
bians, who worſhipp'd Allat, Menaph and Al Uzza, 
Female Deities, which they held to be the Daugh- 
ters of God, whoſe Idols and Temples he afterwards 
every where deſtroy'd. =: 


He did not pretend to deliver to them any new 
Religion, but to revive the old one, which God firſt 


gave unto Adam; and when loſt in the Corruption 
of the old World, reſtor'd it again by Revelation 
to Abraham, who taught it to his Son Iſhmael their 
Forefather; and that he, when he firſt planted 
himſelf in Arabia, inſtructed Men in the ſame Re- 
Iigion which he had receiv'd from Abraham; but 
their Poſterity. afterwards corrupted it into NHola- 
try, and that God had now ſent him to deſtroy this 
Holatry, and again reſtore the Religion of Iſhmael, 
their Forefather. And therefore, according to his 
own Doctrine, it is not unfitly called 1/maeliſme 
by the Fews, altho' they call it fo only out of Con- 


tempt, by Tranſpoſition of the Letters from la- 


miſme, the Name whereby the Mahomctans them- 
ſelves moſt love to call it, from the Arabick 
Word Salama, which in the fourth Conjugation is 
Aſlama, to enter into the State of Salvation; hence 
Tiſlam, the Saving Religion, and Muſlimon, or as we 
call it, Muſleman, he that believeth therein. | 
He allow*d both the Old and the New Teftament, 
and that Moſes and Feſus Chriſt were — 
rom 
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from God; but that the Jews and Chriſtians had 
corrupted theſe Holy Writings, and that he was 
ſent to purge them from theſe Corruptions, and 
reſtore the Law of God to that Purity in which it 


was firſt deliver d; and therefore moſt of thoſe 
Paſſages which he takes out of the Old and New Te- 
ftament, are related otherwiſe by him in his Alcoran 


than we have them in thoſe Sacred Books, 


this certainly he acted much wiſer than our Soci- 
nian, who, with him, denying the Holy Trinity 
and the Divinity of our Saviour, yet ſtill allow the 
Holy Scriptures, as now in our Hands, to be genuine 
and uncorrupted, with which their Doctrine is in 

the moſt manifeſt manner totally inconſiſtent. 
If they had, with this their Maſter, denied the 
S:riptures which we now have, as well as the Tri- 
_ nity, and the Divinity of our Saviour, which are ſo 
evidently prov'd by them, and forg'd others in 
their ſtead, they might have made their 1mpious 
Hypotheſis look much more plauſible than now it 


can poſſibly appear to be. 


And in 


He pretended to receive all his Revelations from 
the Angel Gabriel, and that he was ſent from God 


on purpoſe to deliver them unto him, 


And 


whereas he was ſubje& to the Falling . Sickneſs, 


whenever the Fit was upon him, he pretended it 


to be a Trance, and that then the Angel Gabriel 
was come from God with ſome new Revelations 
unto him, the Splendor of whoſe Appearance he 
not being able to bear, this cauſed him to fall in- 
to thoſe Trances, in which the Angel converſed 


with him, and deliver'd to him thoſe Meſſages 
from God, which he was ſent to reveal unto him. 
His pretended Revelations he put into ſeveral 
Chapters, the Collection of which make up his Al- 
coran, which 1s the Bible of the Mahometans. The 
Original of this Book he taught them was laid 
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up in the Archives of Heaven, and that the Angel 
Gabriel brought him the Copy of it Chapter by 
Chapter, according as Occaſion requir'd they ſhould 
be publiſh'd to the People. Part of theſe he pub- 
hſh'd at Mecca, before his Flight from thence, 
and the other Part at Medina; which he did after 
this Manner : When he had forg'd a new Chapter, 
which he intended to publiſh, he firſt diftated it 
to his Secretary, and then deliver'd the written 
Paper to be read to his Followers till they had learnt 


it by Heart; which being done he had the Paper 


brought to him again, which he laid up in a Cheft, 
which he call'd the Cheſt of his Apoſtleſhip. This 


he did, I ſuppoſe, in Imitation of the Ark or Holy 


Cheſt among the Jews, in which the Authentick Co- 
Py of their Law was repoſited. This Cheſt he left 
in the keeping of Haphſa, one of his Wives, and 
out of it, after his Death, was the Alcoran com- 
pil'd in the fame Manner as Homer's Rhap ſodies 


were out of the looſe Poems of that Poet. Abu Be- 


ker, who ſucceeded the Impoſtor, firſt made the 
Collection. _ 
For when Moſailema, who in the laſt Year of 
Mahomet ſet up for a Prophet as well as he, had, 
in hopes of the ſame Succeſs, in like manner com- 
poſed an Alcoran, and publifh'd it in a Book to his 
Followers (as ſhall hereafter be related) Abu Beker 
thought it neceſſary to publith Mahomet's alſo in the 
fame manner, and that not only in oppoſition to 
the new Impoſture, but alſo for the better ſupport- 


ing of that which he adher'd to; and therefore hav- 


ing recourſe to Haphſa's Cheſt, partly ont of the 


Papers which he found there, and partly out of the 


Memory of thoſe who had learnt them by Heart, 
when the Impoor firſt deliver d them unto them, 
he compoſed the Book: For ſeveral of thoſe Papers 
being loſt, and others ſo defaced as not to be _ 
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he was forced to take in the Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
who pretended to remember what the Impoſfor had 
taught them, to make up the Matter, and under 
this Pretence made ule of their Advice to frame 
the Book, as he thought would beſt anſwer his 
' Purpoſe. When the Work was N he 

caus'd the Original to be laid up in the ſame Cheſt, 
out of which he had compil'd it, which he ſtill 
continued in the keeping of Haphſa, and then de- 
liver'd out Copies of it among his Followers. But 
the Book had not been long publiſh'd, but fo 
many various Readings were got into the Copies, 
and ſo many Abſurdities diſcover'd in the Book 
it ſelf, that when Othman came to be Caliph he 
found it neceſlary to call it in again to be lick'd in- 
to a better Shape; and therefore having comman- 
ded all to bring in their Copies, under Pretence of 
correcting them by the Original in the keeping of 
Haphſa, be cauſed them all to be burnt, and then 
publiſh'd that Alcoran -a-new, model'd by him, 
which we have, of which having order'd four Co- 
Pies to be written out fair, depoſited the firſt 
of them at Mecca, and the ſecond at Medina; 
the third he ſent into Erack, or Chaldea, and the 
fourth into Hria. The three firſt were after a 
while all loſt, but the laſt of them ſeveral Ages 
after was ſaid to be preſerv'd at Damaſcus, in a 
Moſque there, which had formerly been the Church 
of St. John the Baptiſt. This was done in the 32d 

Year of the Hegira, An. 652. twenty one Years af- 
ter the Death of the Impoſtor ; after which Time the 
Book underwent no other Correction. Z 
On his firſt. appearing publickly as a Prophet, 
the People laugh'd at him for the Ridiculouſneſs 


of his Pretence; ſome call'd him a Sorcerer and 


a Magician, others a Liar, an Impoſtor, and a 
Teller of old Fables; of which he often complains 
| in 
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in his Alcoran; ſo that for the firſt Year he pre- 
vail'd nothing among them, or got any thing elſe 
by his publiſhing thoſe Chapters of his Alcoran 
which he had then compoſed, or his Preaching to 
them the Doctrine of them, but Scorn and Con- 
tempt. But this did not diſcourage him from ſtill 
proceeding in his Deſign, which he manag'd with 
great Art; for he was a Man of a ready Wit, 
and a very acceptable Addreſs. He bore all Af- 
fronts, without ſeeming to reſent any, and ap- 


plied himſelf to all ſorts of People, without con- 


temning the meaneſt ; was very courteous both 
in giving and receiving Viſits : The Great Men he 
ſooth'd with flattering Praiſes, and the Poor he 
reliev'd with Gifts and Alms; and towards all 
Men manag'd himſelf with that Art of Infinuation 
(in which he exceeded all Men living) that at 


length he ſurmounted all the Difficulties, which ſo 


bold an Impoſture, 1n the firſt venting of it, muſt 
neceſſarily be liable unto; and ſeveral other new 
Proſehtes join'd themſelves unto him, among whom 
was Omar Ebno'l Chattab, who was one of his Suc- 
ceſſors, and then a conſiderable Man in the City. 
His Example was ſoon follow'd by ſeveral others; 
ſo that in the ſifth Year of his pretended Mi ſion, 


he had increas'd his Party to the Number of Nine 


and thirty, and himſelf made the Fortieth. 


On his having made this Progreſs, ſeveral be- 


gan to be alarm'd at it, Thoſe that were addicted 
to the Idolatyy of their Forefathers, ſtood up to 
oppoſe him as an Enemy cf their Gods, and a dan- 
gerous Innovator in their Religion. But others, 


who ſaw further into his Deſigns, thought it time 


to put a Stop thereto for the Sake of the publick 
Safety of the Government, which it manifeltly tended 


to undermine for the eſtabliſhing of Tyranny over 
them, and therefore they combining together 


againſt 
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apainſt him, intended to have cut him off with 
the Sword. But Abu Taleb, his Uncle, getting 
Notice hereof, defeated the Deſign, and by his 
Power, as being Chief of the Tribe, preſerv'd him 
from all other like Attempts as were afterwards 


fram'd againſt him: For although he himſelf per- 


ſiſted in the Paganiſm of his Anceſtors, yet he had 
that Affection for the Impoſtor, as being his Kinſ- 


man, and one that was bred up in his Houſe, that 


he firmly ſtood by him againſt all his Enemies, and 
would ſuffer no one to do him any hurt as long as 
he liv'd. And therefore being ſafe under ſo pow- 
erful a Prote&ion, he boldly went on to preach to 
the People in all publick Places of the City where 
they uſed to aſſemble, and publiſh'd unto them 
more Chapters of the Alcoran, in the Order as he 
pretended they were brought to him by the Angel 
Gabriel; the chief Subject of which was to preſs 
upon them the Obſervance of ſome moral Duties, 


LL the Belief of the Unity of God, and the Dignity 
ol his own pretended Apoſtleſhip, in which indeed, 


beſides ſome Heathen and Fewiſb Rites which he re- 
tain'd, conſiſted the whole of his new-forg'd Religion. 

The main Arguments he made uſe of to delude 
Men into this Impoſture, were his Promiſes and his 
Threats, as being thoſe which eaſieſt work on the 


AﬀeGtions of the Vulgar. His Promiſes were chief- 


ly of Paradiſe, which he ſo cunningly fram'd to 
the Guſt of the Arabians, as to make it totally 
conſiſt in thoſe Pleaſures which they were moſt 
delighted with : For they being within the Torrid 
Zone, were, through the Nature of the Clime as 
well as the exceſſive Corruption of their Manners, 
exccedingly given to the Love of Women; and 


the ſcorching Heat and Dryneſs of the Country 


making Rivers of Water, cooling Drink, ſhaded 
Gardens, and pleaſant Frnits, moſt refreſhing and 
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18 The Life of MAHOMET. 


delightful unto them, they were from hence apt 


to place their higheſt Enjoyment in things of this 


Nature ; and therefore, to anſwer the Height of 
their carnal Deſires, he made the Fojs of Heaven, 
which he propoſed for a Reward to all thoſe that 
ſhould believe in him, to conſiſt totally in theſe 
Particulars. For he tells them in many Places in 
his Alcoran, That they ſhall enter into pleaſant Gar- 
dens, where many Rivers flow, and many curious Foun- 
tains continually ſend forth moſt pleaſing Streams. nigh 


which they ſhall repoſe themſelves on moſt delicate Beds, 


adorn'd with Gold and precious Stones, under the Sha- 
dow of the Trees of Paradiſe, which ſhall continually yield 
them all manner of delicious Fruits; and that there they 
ſhall enjoy moſt beautiful Women, pure and clean, having 
black Eyes, and a Countenance alwa)s freſh and white 
as poliſh'd Pearls, who ſhall not caſt an Eye on any other 
but themſelves, with whom they ſhall enjoy the continual 
Pleaſures of Love, and ſolace themſelves in their Compa- 
ny with amorons Delights to all Eternity, drinking with 
them moſt delicious Liquors, and moſt ſavoury and plea- 
fant Wines, without ever being intoxicated or overcharg- 
ed by them, which ſhall be adminiſter d to them by beau- 
tiful Boys, who ſhall be continually running round their 


Beds to ſerve them up unto them in Cups of Gold, and 


Glaſſes fix'd on Diamonds, And as thus he fram'd 
his Promiſes of Reward in the Life hereafter, as 


might beſt ſuit with the ſenſual Appetites and 


Deſires of thoſe to whom he propoſed them; ſo, 
on the contrary, he deſcrib'd the Puniſhment of 
Hell, which he threaten'd to all that would not be- 
live in him, to conſiſt of ſuch Torments as would 
appear to them the moſt afflicting and grievous to 
be born. As, That they ſhould drink nothing but boil- 
ing and ſlinkivgWater, nor breath any thing elſe but ex- 
ceeding hot Winds, (things moſt terrible in Arabia) 
that they ſhould dwell for ever in continual Fire excef- 
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The Life of MAHOMET. 7 19 
froely burning, and be ſurrounded with a black, hot and 


| ſalt Smoke, as with a Coverlid; that they ſhould eat 


nothing but Briars and Thorns, and the Fruits of the 
Tree Zacon, which ſhould be in their Bellies ike burn- 
ing Pitch. In the propoſing theſe Promiſes and 
Threats to the People he was very frequent and ſe- 
dulous, making them to ring in their Ears on all 


* Occaſions, whereby he fail'd not of his End in al- 
| luring ſome, and affrighting others into the Snare 


he laid for them. „ 
And that he might omit nothing whereby to 


work on their Fear, which is uſually the moſt pre- 
valent Paſſion of the Ignorant, he terrified them 
with the Threats of grievous Puniſhments in this 


Life, as well in that which is to come, if they 


would not hearken unto him. And to this End 
he ſet forth unto them, on all Occaſions, what 
terrible Deſtructions had fallen upon the Heads of 
ſuch as would not be inſtructed by the Prophets 
that were ſent before him: How the Old World was 
deftroy'd by Water, for not being reform'd at the 


Preaching of Noah; and Sodom by Fire from Hea- 


ven, for not hearkning to Lot when ſent unto them: 


How the Egyptians were plagu'd for deſpiſing Moſes, 


and how Ad and Thamod, two ancient Tribes of the 
Arabs, were totally extirpated for the ſame Reaſon. 
His Stories of the two laſt were Fables of his own 
Invention, which he related unto them after this 
manner; That Ad the Grandſon of Aram, the Son 
of Sem, planted himſelf, after the Confuſion of 
Languages, in the Southern Parts of Arabia, where 


his Poſterity falling into Holatry, the Prophet Hud 


(whom Commentators on the Alcoran will have 


to be Heber) was ſent unto them to reclaim them 
_ Unto the true Worſhip; but they not hearkening 


unto him, God ſent a violent bot Wind, which in 
ſeven Days time deſtroy'd them all, excepting 
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on] y the Prophet. and ſome few who were reform'd 
by hi 

wt bo: an ancient Tribe of the Arabs, dwelling on 
the Confines of Syria, and that on their Revolt 
to Idolaty, God ſent to them the Prophet Saleh , 
that on their Demand of a Miracle to teſtify his 
Million, he cauſed a Rock to bring forth a Camel in 
the ſight of them all; that they, notwithſtanding, 
in contempt wounded the Camel, aud that there- 
upon God ſent terrible Thunders, which in three 
Days time deſtroy'd them all, excepting Saleh and 
ſome few that believ'd on him. And the like 


Fable he alſo told them of Chaib, another Prophet 
of the ancient Azabs ſent to the Tribe of Madan, 


and how that Tribe was in like manner deftroy'd 


by Thunder for not hearkening unto him. For the 
ſake of theſe Stories (which he was very frequent 
in inculcating into the People, and very often re- 

eats in his Alcoran) thoſe who believ'd not on 
| calld him a Teller of old Fables; but notwith- 
ſanding, they wrought upon the Fears of others, 
and by this and other ſuch Artifices he ſtill went 
on to encreaſe his Party; to which two of his Un- 
cles, Hamza and Al Abbas, at length join'd them- 
ſelves. But the reſt of his Uncles approv'd not of 
his Deſigns, and altho' Abu Taleb ſtill continu'd 
to befriend him, becauſe of the Affection which he 
bore him, the other nine had not this Regard: to 
him, but join'd with his Enemies, and oppoſed 
him all they could, as a Man that under the falſe 


Mask which he had put on, carry'd on dangerous 


Deſigns to the Prejudice of his Country. 


But that which gravell'd him moſt was, that 


his Oppoſers demanded to ſee a Miracle from him. 
For, ſa:d they, Moles and Jeſus, and the reſt of the 
Prophets, according to thy own Doctrine, worked Mira- 
cles to prove their Miſfon from God; and therefore if 
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The Life of MAHOMET. a2 
thou be a Prophet, and greater than any that were ſent 


before thee, as thou boaſteſt thy ſelf to be, do thou 
work the like Miracles, to manifeſt it to us. Do thou 


make the Dead to viſe, the Dumb to ſpeak, and the 


Deaf to hear; or elſe do thou cauſe Fountains to ſpring 


out of the Earth, and make this Place a Garden adorn'd 


with Vines and Palm Trees, and watered with Rivers 
running thro it into divers Channels; or elſe let us ſee 
come down from Heaven ſome of thoſe Pumiſhments which 
thou threat neſt us with. Or do thou make thee an Houſe 


of Gold, adorn'd with Fewels and coftly Furniture ; or 


let us ſee the Book thou wouldeſt have us believe to come 
from Heaven, deſcend down to us from thence legible in 


our Eyes, or the Angel which thou tellef us doth bring it 


unto thee, and then we will believe in thy Word, This 
Objection he endeavour'd to evade by ſeveral An- 
ſwers. One while he tells them, he is only a 
Man ſent to preach to them the Rewards of Para- 
diſe, and the Puniſhments of Hell, At another 
Time, That their Predeceſſors contemn'd the Mi- 
racles of Saleh, and the other Prophets, and that 
for this Reaſon God would work no more among 
them. And a while after, that thoſe whom _ 
had ordain'd to believe, ſhould believe without 
Miracles, and thaſe whom he had not ordain'd - 
to believe, ſhould not be convinced though all 
thoſe Miracles ſhould be wrought in their Sight 
which they requir'd ; and that therefore they were 
totally needleſs, But this not ſatisfying, as being 


à plain Confeſſion that he wanted that Power of 


Miracles which all other Prophets had to prove their 
Miſſion, ſeveral of thoſe that were his Followers 
departed from him, of which he much complains 


an his Alcoran. And therefore finding that this 
would not do, on his coming to Medina, and having 


there taken the Sword in hand, and gotten an Army 


for 
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for his Doctrine then was, That God had ſent Mo- 


fes and Feſus with Miracles, and yet Men would 
not he obedient to their Word; and therefore he 


had now ſent him in the laſt place without Mira- 


cles, to force them by the Power of the Sword to do 
His Will: And purſuant hereto he forbad his Di- 
ſciples to enter into any further Diſputes about his 
Religion ; but inſtead thereof he commanded them 
to fight for it, and deſtroy all thoſe who ſhould 
contradict his Law, promiſing great Rewards in 
the Life to come to ſuch as ſhould take up the 
Sword in this Cauſe, and the Crown of Martyrdom 


to all thoſe who ſhould die fighting for it. And 


upon this Head ſome of the Mahometan Doctors ar- 
gue very ſubtilly. For, fay they, the Prophets of 
God are of divers Sorts, according to the divers At- 
tributes of his Divine Nature, which they are ſent 
to ſhew forth. That Feſus Chriſt was ſent to mani- 


feſt the Righteouſneſs, the Power and Knowledge of 


God; That he ſhew'd forth the Righteouſneſs of God; 
in being impeccable; his Knowledge, in that he knew 
the Secrets of Mens Hearts, and foretold things to 
come; and his Power, in doing thoſe miraculous 
Works which none elſe but God could, That Solomon 
was ſent to manifeſt the Viſdom, the Glory, and the 
Majeſty of God; and Moſes, his Providence, and his 
 Clemency: None of which carrying with them a 
Power to force Men to believe, Miracles were ne- 
ceſſary in their Miſſions to induce them thereunto. 
But 3 a Prophet, ſent principally to 
ſhew forth the Fortitude of God by the Power of the 
Sword, which being of itſelf alone ſufficient to 
compel all Men into the Faith, without any other 
Power accompanying it, for this Reaſon, ſay they, 


Mahomet wrought no Miracles, becauſe he had no 


need of them, the Power of the Sword, with which 
he was ſent, of it ſelf alone ſufficiently one 
| | = 


r 


ee, , nnd wad ds 6h 


CC 


fn) and oa 


by So oy 


© Vo 


Hs 


Ae —_1 tend BY DP bu een bu#: 3 3YoW „r 


| Truth of all contain d therein, and will have that 


| The Life of MAHOMET. | 23 


him to accompliſh his Miſſion, for forcing Men to 


believe therein. And from hence it hath become 
the Univerſal Doctrine of the Mahometans, That 


their Religion is to be propagated by the Sword, 


and that all of them are bound to fight for it. And 
for this Reaſon it hath been a Cuſtom among them 
for their Preachers, while they deliver their Ser- 
mons, to have a Drawn Sword placed by them, to 
denote thereby, that the Doctrine which they teach 
them, was with the Sword to be defended and pro- 


pagated by them. 


However, it is not to be denied, but that there 
are ſeveral Miracles reckon'd up, which Mabomet 
is ſaid to have wrought .z as, That he did cleave 


the Moon in two; That Trees went forth to meet 


him; "That Water flow'd from between his Fin- 
gers; That the Stones ſaluted him; That he fed a 
great Company with a little Food; That a Beam 
groan'd at him: That a -Camel complain'd to 
him; That a Shoulder of Mutton told him of its 
being poiſoned; and ſeveral others. - But thoſe 
who relate them are only fuch who are reckon'd 
among their Fabulous and Legendery Writers. Their 
Learned Doctors renounce them all, as doth Ma- 
bomet himſelf, who in ſeveral Places in his Alco» 
ran owns that he wrought no Miracles. But when” 
they are preſs'd how without Miracles'they'ean 
prove his Miſſion, their common Anſwer is, That 


inſtead of all Miracles is the Alcoran. For that 
Mabomet, who was an [literate Perſon, that could 


: 


neither write nor read, or that any! Man elſe by 
humar Wiſdom alone ſhould be able to compoſe a 
Book ſo excellent in Eloquence, and ſo excellent 
in Doctine, as they will have that to be, is what 
they will not admit to be poſſible; and therefore 
they alledge the Excellency of the Book for the 


ts 
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to be a Proof equivalent to the Miracles of all the 
Prophets that went before him, to manifeſt that it 


came from God. And on this the Impoftor himſelf 


often inſiſts in his Alcoran, challenging in ſeveral 
Place of it all Men and Devils by their united Skill 
to compoſe another Book like that in Eloquence 
and Inſtruction, or elſe any one Chapter that 
can be compar'd in Excellency with the meaneſt 
Chapter therein: Which they taking for granted 
that both together cannot do, will have this to be a 
moſt clear Manifeſtation beyond all Contradiction, 
that this Book could come from none other but God 
himſelf, and that Mahomet, from whom they re- 

ceiv'd it, was his Meſſenger to bring it unto them. 
A As to the Particulars in this Argument alledg'd, 


it muſt be allow'd, that the Alcoran, bating the 


Folly, the Confuſedneſs and Incoherency of the 
Matter contain'd therein, is, as to the Stile and 
Language, the Standard of Elegancy in the Arab 
Tongue; and as to Mahomet that he was in Truth, 
what they ſay, an [literate Barbarian, that could 
neither write nor read. But this was not ſo much 
à Defe& in him, as in the Tribe of which he was, 

with whom it was the Cuſtom, as to all manner of 
Literature; to continue in the ſame Ingnorance 
with which they came out of their Mothers Bellies 
unto their Lives End. And therefore at the Time 
when Mabomet firſt ſet up for a Prophet, there was 
not any one Man of Mecca that could either write 


Cadigha's, who having firſt turn'd Few, and after- 
| wards Chriſtian, had learned to write Arabick in 
Hebrew Letters. And for this Reaſon the Men of 
Mecca. were called the Iliterate, in Oppoſition 
to the People of Medina, who being the one Half 


Chriſtians, and the other half Fews, were able both 8 ©: 


to write and read, and therefore were 3 
the 


r read, excepting only l a Kinſman of 
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the People of the Book. And from them ſeveral of 
Mahomet's Followers, after he came to Medina, 
learnt to read and write alſo, which ſome of them 
had begun to learn before of Baſhar the Cendiay, 
who having ſojourn'd at Anbar, a City of Erack, 
near Euphrates, there learnt the Art; from whence 
coming to Mecca, and marrying the Siſter of Alu- 
Jophian, he ſettled there, and from him the Men 
of Mecce are firſt ſaid to have received the Art of 
Letters. Among the Followers of Aahomet, Oth- 
van was the greateſt Proficient herein, which ad- 
== vanced him afterwards to be Secretary to the 
== Znpoor : But for want of Paper at firſt, as in a 
Place where there was never before any Occaſion 
for it, they Were forced to make uſe of the Spade- 
Bones of Shoulders of Mutton, and of Shoulders of 
3 Camels, to write on; which was a Device ancient- 
y made uſe of by other Tr;bes of the Arabs, who 
had Letters, but wanted Jrafick to accommodate 
them with more convenient Materials for this Pur- 
poſe; and therefore their Books, in which their 
Poems and other Matters they delighted in were 
written, were only ſo many of thoſe Shade · Bone: 
tied together upon a String. This Baſbar after- 
Xx wards hecame one of Mabomet's Diſciples, and fol- 
=X& low'd him in his Wars, till poifon'd at Chaibar, as 
| thall be hereafter felste t. 
But theſe Particulars being thus allow'd, That 


and the ſuppoſed Author thereof ſuch a Rade and 
=» AMiterate Barbarian ; it will be here ask'd, who were 


Mabomet, 
who 


5 
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who was bred an {dolater, and liv'd ſo for the firſt 
_ forty Years of his Life, among a People totally illi- 


terate, cannot be ſuppos'd to be. But this is a 


Quieſtion not ſo eaſily to be anſwer'd, becaufe 


the Nature of the thing requir'd it ſhould be con- 
cealed. The Mahometan Writers, who believ'd in 
the Impoſtor, as they will allow nothing of this, ſo 


to be ſure will ſay little of it, and the Chri:ans, 


who abhorr'd his Wickedneſs, are apt to ſay too 


much. For it was uſual with them, as it is with 
all other contending Parties, to ſnatch at every 
Story which would diſparage the Religion they 


were againſt, and believe it right or Wing, if it 
would ſerve their Purpoſe this way. And from 


hence it hath proceeded, that we have ſo many fa- 


bulous and ridiculous Accounts, both of Mahomet 
and his Impoſture, £0 current among us, which ſerve 
only to the expoſi 


ſides, the Scene of this Impoſture being at leaſt ſix 


hundred Miles within the Country of Arabia, a- 


midſt thoſe Barbarous Nations, who all immediate- 


1y imbraced it, and would not afterwards permit 
any of another Religion, ſo much as to live amon 
them, it could not at that Diſtance be fo wel 
ſiearch'd into by thoſe who were moſt concern'd to 
_ "diſcover the Frauds of it, and therefore an ex4&t | 
Account cannot be expected in this Particular. 
However, that I may give all the Satisfaction here- 
in that I am able, I ſhall lay together whatſoever I 
can find in any credible Author concerning it, and 


give the beſt Judgment hereof that the Matter will 


. x 


That Mahomet compos'd his Alcoran by the Hel p 
of others, was a thing well known at Mecca, when 


be firſt broach'd his ' Impoſture there, and it was 
often flung in his Teeth by his Oppoſers, as he 


himſelf 


ng of us to the Laughter of the 
Mahometans, when related among them. And be- 
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himſelf more than once complaineth. In the 25th 
Chapter of the Alcoran, his Words are, They ſay, 
that the Alcoran is nothing but a Lie of thy own In- 


vention, and others have been aſſiſting to thee herein. 


Where the Commentators ſay, the Perſons here 


meant, were the Servants, of a certain Sword Smith 
at Mecca, who were Chriſtians, with whom Maho- 


met was uſed to converle for the better informing 


of himſelf from them in the Old and New Tefta- 
ment. And from hence it is, that Bellonius tells us, 


That Mahomet found at Mecca two. Chriſtians, who 


had with them Copies of the Old and New Teſta- 


ment, and that he was much help'd by them in the 


Compoſing of his Alcoran. But this is too open 


Work for ſo ſecret a Deſign. They that upbraided 
him with his being aſſiſted by others, meant not 
thoſe whom he publickly converſed with, but the 
private Confederates, whom he ſecretly made uſe 
of at home in the framing of the whole Impoſture, 
and the Writing for him that Book, which he pre- 
tended was brought to him from Heaven by the 
Angel Gabriel. And what he hath in another 
Place of his Alcoran doth particularly point at 
one of thoſe, who was then look'd upon to have 
had a principal Hand in this Matter. For in the 
ſixteenth Chapter his Words are, I know they will 
Jay, That a Man bath taught him the Alcoran z but 
whom they preſume to have taught him is a Perſian by _ 
Nation, and ſpeaketh the Perſian Language But the 


Alcoran is in the Arabick Tongue, full of Inflrution + 
and Eloquence. Now, who this Perſian was, Friar | 


Richard, in his Confutation of the Mahometan Law, « 


helps us to underſtand. For in his thirteenth © 
Chapter of that Tract he tells us, That Mahomes © 


being an illiterate. Perſon, he had for his Helper 
in the Forging of this Inpoſture, among others, 
one Abdia Ben Salon, a Perſian Few, whoſe Name 
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he afterwards chang'd, to make it correſpond with 

of the Arabick Dialect, into Abdollah Ebn Salem: 
= And Cantacnzenus, and Cardinal Caſa ſay the ſame 

© thing: And moſt others that write of this Inpo- 
fire, make mention of him as the chief Architect 

made uſe of by Mahomet in the framing of it. 


| : 4 And that he was the Perſian pointed at in this Paſ- 
| ſage of the Alcoran I have laſt mention'd, the 
| fame Friar Richard in the ſixth Chapter of the \ 


fame Tract exprefly telleth us. And he is the 
1 fame Perſon whom Elmacinus calleth Salman the 
. Ferffan, who by his Skill in drawing an Intrench- 
5 ment at the Battle of the Ditch, ſav'd Mahomet and 
= all his Army, where otherwiſe he muſt have ne- 
1 ceſſarily been overpower'd by the Number of his 
1 Enemies, and totally ruin'd. For he wag à very 
eunning crafty Fellow, and fo thoroughly skill'd 
in all the Learning of the Fews, that he had com- 
menced Rabbi among them: And therefore from 
him Mabomet ſeems to have receiv'd whatſoever 
of the Rites and Cuſtoms of the Jews he hath in- 
grafted into his Religion. For this making a very 
conſiderable Part of it, and many of the Particulars 
being drawn fro the abſtrufet Parts of the Tal- 
mudic Learning, this neceſſarily ſhews fo able an 
Helper to have been in the whole Contrivance. 
And what Fohannes Andreas, an Alfaki, or a Doc- 
or of the Mahometan Law, turn'd Chriffian, writes 
of him, further clears this Matter; for he tells vs 
from Authentick Teſtimonies of the Arab Writers, 
in which he was thoroughly verſed, that this Ab- 
dollab Ebn Salem (whom he, or rather his Interpre - 
ter, corruptly calls Abdallah Celen) was for ten 
Years fogether the Perſon by whoſe Hand all the 
pretended Revelations of the Impoſftoy were at firſt 
written, and therefore no doubt he was a principal 
Contriver in the Forging of them. There is extant 
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zin the End of the Latin Alcoran, publiſ d by 
Bibliander, a Tract tranſlated out of Arabick into 
Latin by Hermannas Dalmata, which « tux of 
Dialogue between Mahomet and this Abdollab, lays 
before us a great many of the Fooleries of the Ma- 
bometan Religion 5 which Tract helps us to correck 
the Name, which is in Friar Richard's Tract very 
corruptly written, as being only a Tranflation 
at the third Hand. For that Trac of Fiiar R- 
chard's which we now have, 1s no other than a 
Tranſlation from the Greck Copy of Demetrius G- 
donius, who tranſlated it into that Language, for 
the Uſe of the 2 Cuntacuxenus, from the ori- 
ginal Latin, which is now loſm. 
Bieſides this Few, the Impoſtor had alſo a Chriſtian 
Monk for his Aſſiſtant; and the many Particulars 
in his Alcoran relating to the Chriſtian Religion, 
plainly prove him to have had ſuch an Helper. 
Theophanes, Zonaras, Cedrenus, Anaſtaſius, and the 
Author of the Hiſtoria Mifcella tell us of him, with- 
oat giving him any other Name than that of a 


4 Neftorian Monk, But the Author of the Diſputation 


againſt » Mahometan, which is epitomiz'd in Fin- 
centius Bellovacenſi's Speculum Hiſtoricum, and from 
thence printed at the End of Bibliander's Latin 
Mlcoran, calls him Sergius; and from thence is it, 
that-he hath been ever ſince fo often ſpoken of by 
that Name among the Veſtern Writers. But in the. 
Eaſt he is totally unknown by it, he being never, 
as much as I can find, made mention of by that 
Name by any of their Writers: For all there that 
fpeak of this Monk call him Babira; and Friar 
Richard, who in the Year of our Lord 1210 went 
to Bagdad on purpoſe to ſearch into the Myftery 
of Mahometiſm, by reading their Books, and on 
his Return wrote that jadicious Confutation of it, 
which I have afore-mention'd, tells of this Bahira 
TR | as 
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as an Aſſiſtant to Mahomet in the Forging of his 
Inpoſture; and ſo doth alſo Cantacuzenus,. Barthole- 


mans, Edeſſenus, and the other Greek Author of 


the Confutation of Mahomet, publiſhed by Le 


Moyne : But not one of them ſays any thing of 
Sergius, ſo that it is plain that Sergius and Bahira 
are only two different Names of the ſame Perſon. 


He was a Monk of Syria, of the Sect of the Nefto- - 


rians. The Mahometans will have it, that he firſt 


took notice of Mahomet, while a Boy, after that 


prophetick Manner as is before related ; but accor- 


ding to that Account he would have been: too. old 


to act his Part in this Impoſture ſo many Years af- 
ter. The Truth of the matter 1s, Mahomed did not 
fall acquainted with him till a long while after, 
when he was projecting his wicked Deſign in his 


Head, in order to the better forming of which, 
being very deſirous to acquaint himſelf with the 
Fewiſß and Chriſtian Religions, he was very inquiſi- 
tive in examining into them, as he met with thoſe 


that could inform him. And in one of his Jour- 
neys into Syria, either at Bora, as ſome ſay, or 

at Feruſalem as others, lighting on this Bahzra, and 
receiving great Satisfaction from him in many of 
thoſe Points which he defir'd to be inform'd in, 
did. thereon contract a particular Friendſhip with 


him, And therefore not long after this Monk | 


for ſome great Crime being excommunicated, and 
expell'd his Monaſtery, fled to Mecca to him; and 


being there entertain'd in his Houſe, became his 
Aſſiſtant in framing of that Inpoſture, which he 
afterwards vented, and continued with him ever 


after; till at length the Inpoſtor having no farther 
Occaſion of him, to: ſecure the Secret, put him 


to death. If Sergius was the Name which he had 
in his Monaſtery, . Bahira was that which he after- 


wards aſſum'd in Arabia, and by which he hath 
8 OE ever 
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ever ſince been mention'd in thoſe Eaftern Parts, 


by all that there write or ſpeak of him. The 
Word in the Arabick Language ſignifieth a Camel, 


which after ſome Wee Merit, according 
to the Uſage of the ancient Ara 


bs, had his Ears 
ſlit, and was turn'd forth from the reſt of the Herd, 


at free Paſture, to work no more. And no doubt 
this Monk having told the Tale of his Expulſion 
from his Monaſtery ſo much to his Advantage, as 
to make it believed at Mecca to be drawn upon 


him by that which was reckon'd there as merito- 


rious, had from thence this Name given him, as 


ſuiting that Notion which they had of his Condi- 
tion among them. | | F e 
As to his other Helpers, if he had any ſuch, 
what is ſaid of them is ſo uncertain, and that fo 
little, as is not material here to relate. We ma 
ſuppoſe from the very Nature of the Deſign: (it 
being to impoſe a Cheat upon Mankind) that he 
made as few as poſſible conſcious to it; and the 
two above mention'd being ſufficient for his Pur- 
poſe, it doth not appear likely that he admitted 
any more into the Secret of it. Neither indeed js 
there any more Room in it for another to act: 
For his Religion being made up of three Parts, 
whereof one was borrow'd from the Fews, another 
from the Chriſtians, and the third from the Heathen 


Arabs, Abdollab furniſtyd the firſt of them, Bahira 


the ſecond, and Mahomet himſelf the laſt ; ſo that 
there was no need of any other Help to compleat 


the Impoſture. 


I know there are many other Particulars go cur- 


rent of this Matter, both as to the coining of the 


Forgery, and alſo the manner of the firſt Propa- 
ating if it; as that the Impoſfor taught a Bull to 


bring him the Alcoran on his Horns, in a publick 
Aſſembly, as if it had this way been ſent to him 


« oy 


from 
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from Ga; that he bred up Pigeons to come to his 
Ears, to make ſne thereby as if the Holy Ghoſt 
converſed with him; and many ether ſuch Stories, 
which being without any Foundation or Likelihood 
of Truth, I paſs them over as idle Fables, not to 
be credited; althongh I find ſome very great Men 
Have been tao eaſy to ſwallow them; as particu- 
larly $caliger, Grotins and Sioxita, have that of the 
Pigeons, Such Tricks as theſe would have been 
eaſily ſeen through by the Araliau, they being 
Men naturally of as ſubtle and acute Parts as any 

an the World. And therefore Aabomet never to 
much as offer d at any thing of this Nature among 
them; but diſclaiming all Miracles, thereby awoi- 
ded the + Neceſſity of bazarding his Deſign upon 
any ſuch open Cheats, where it would be ſo liable 
to betetally blaſted by a Diſcovery: The whale of 


this Inpoſfing was a thing of extraordinary Craft, 


carried on with all the cunning and Caution 1ma- 
ginable. The Framing of the Mlcorgn (wherein lay 
the main of the Cheat) was all-contrivid at home 
In as ſecret a Manner as pofſible, and nothing ha- 
Zarded abroad, but the Suooeſs of preaching it to 


the People. Andin doing of this, no Art ar (un- 


ning wens wanting to mabe it as effact nal to the End 
deſignad as poſſible: And thenefare whatever Sto- 
ries ate told of this Matter that are ũnconſiſtent 
wüthſſuch a Management; we may aſſure aur ſelues 
are nothing elſe but Fables, foohſhly invented by 
ſome zcalons Chriſfi ams to blaſſ the Inα une, whach 
needed no ſuch Means for its Confutatian. 
But to go on with the Series of our Hiſtory: In 
the eighth Year of his pretended Miflion, his Par- 
ty growing formidable at Macca, the City paſs d 
a Decree, whereby they for badl any :mone to jain 
themſelves unto him. But this avail'd nothing to 
his Hurt, as long as his Uncle Au Taleb = 
Vopr any | et 
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4 But he dying within two Years after, and the chief 


Government of the City, on his Death, falling in- 
to the Hands of Abu Sophian, of the Houſe of On- 


mia, then one of his moſt violent Oppoſers, his 


Enemies laid hold of this Advantage to renew their 
Oppoſition againſt him, and proſecuted it with 
that Succeſs, that they ſoon put a Stop to the fur- 
ther Progreſs of his ImpoRure at Mecca, For their 
Party, after he had now lolt his Protector, and they 
became thus headed againſt him, ſoon grew to that 
Strength, and appear'd with that Violence on all 
Occaſions to oppoſe his Deſigns, that for fear of 
them no more new Proſel)tes durit joyn themſelves 
unto him; and many of thoſe who had afore de- 
clar'd for him, having done it for no other End but 
to joyn with a Party where they thought they 
might beſt make their Intereſt, as ſoon as they 
ſaw the Hopes which they had of his prevailing, 
to be again blaſted by this Oppoſition, which they 
judg'd too ſtrong for him to weather, again drew 
back, and appear'd no more with him. And there- 
fore Mahomet ſeeing his Hopes of carrying his De- 
fign at Mecca thus in a manner totally cruſh'd, be- 
gan to look abroad where elſe he might fix. That 


which he drove at was, to have gaun'g ſuch a Party 


there as might be ſtrong enough to overpower the 
reſt, and ſubject the whole City to him; and 


A then, after having poſſeſs'd himſelf of ſuch a Poſt, 


from thence to have arm'd his Diſciples for the 
gang ir that Empire over the reſt of the Arabs 
which he had projected. And to this Purpoſe was 


it, that he fo often inculcated it into them, that his 


Doctrine was to be propagated by the Sword, and 


that all that would receive the Faith which he 
preach'd muſt fight for it. But now ſeeing no 


Likelihood of accompliſhing this at Mecca, he ſet 


his Thoughts on work how to gain ſome other 


Town, 
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Town, where to arm his Party for this Deſign: 
And therefore his Uncle Abbas living molt an end 
at Ia) if, (another Town of Hagias, at ſixty Miles 
Diſtance from Mecca towards the Eaſt) and hav- 
ing a great Intereſt there, he took a Journey thi- 
ther, under his Wing to propagate his Inpoſture 
in that Place, in order to the making of himſelf 
Maſter of it. But after a Month's Stay, having 
not been able, with alFhis Endeavour, to gain fo 


much as one Proſelyte among them, he again re- 


turn'd to Mecca to make the beſt of his Party there, 
and wait ſuch farther e as Time and Op- 
portunity might offer him for accompliſhing of 
what he deſign'd. And now Cadigba, his Wife, 
being dead, after ſhe had liv'd two and Twenty 
Years with him, to ſtrengthen himſelf the more, 
he took two other Wives in her ſtead, Ayeſha, the 
Daughter of Abu Bekey.; and Sewda, the Daughter 
of Zama; and a while after he added to them 
Haphſa, the Daughter of Omar; whereby making 
himſelf Son-in-Law to three of the principal Men 
of his Party, he did by that Alliance the more 
firmly tie them to his Intereſt. Aeſha was then 
but ſix Years old, and therefore he did not bed 
her till two Years after, when ſhe was full eight 
Years old, For it is uſual in thoſe hot Countries, 
as it is all India over, which is the ſame Clime 
with Arabia, for Women to be ripe for Marriage 
at that Age, and alſo bear Children the Lear fol- 
lowing, 35353 8 
In the twelfth Year of his pretended Miſſion, is 
placed the Meſra, that is, his famous Night-jour- 
ney from Mecca to Feruſalem, and from thence to 
Heaven, of which he tells us in the 7th Chapter of 
his Alcoran, For the People calling on him for 
Miracles to prove his Miſhon, and he being able to 


Work none, to ſalve the Matter, he invents this 
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Story of his Journey to Heaven; which muſt be 
acknowledg'd to have Miracle enough in it by all 


| thoſe who have Faith to believe it. And yet it be- 
ing believ'd by all that profeſs the Mahometan Re- 


ligion, as a main Article of their Faith, and as ſuch 
ſet down in all the Books of their Authentick Tra- 
ditions, how abſurd ſoever it be, ſince my Deſign 


is to give as full an Account as I can of this Man's 


Impoſture, it obligeth me to relate it. His Rela- 
tion of it is as followeth; | 


At Night as he lay in his Bed with his beſt be- 


loved Wife Ayeſha, he heard a knocking at his 
Door, whereon ariſing, he found there the Angel 


Gabriel, with ſeventy Pair of Wings expanded 
from his Sides, whiter than Snow, and clearer than 
Cryſtal, and the Beaſt Alborak ſtanding by him, 
which they ſay is the Beaſt on which the Prophets 
uſed to ride, when they were carried from one 
Place to another, upon the Execution of any Di- 
vine Command. Mahomet deſcribes it to be a Beaſt 
as white as Milk, and of a mixt Nature between an 
.Aſs and a Mule, and alſo of a Size between both, 
and of that extraordinary Swiftneſs, that his paſſing 
from one Place to another, was as quick as that of 
Lightning ; and from hence it 1s that he hath the 


Name of Alborak, that Word ſignifying Lightning 


in the Arabick Tongue. As ſoon as Mahomet ap- 
pear'd at the Door, the Angel Gabriel moſt kindly 
embracing him, did with a very {weet and pleaſing 
Countenance ſalute him in the Name of God, and 
told him that he was ſent to bring him unto God 
into Heaven, where he ſhould ſee ſtrange Myſteries, 
which were not lawful" to be ſeen by any other 
Man, and then bid him get upon the Alborak. But 
the Beaſt, it ſeems, having long lain idle, from the 


time of Chriſt to Mahomet (there having been no 


Prophet in all that Interval to employ him) was 
2 3 grown 
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rown ſo reſty and skittiſh, that he would not 


ſtand ſtill for Mahomet to get up upon him, till at 
length he was forced to bribe him to it, by promiſ- 
ing him a Place in Paradiſe; whereon having qui- 
etly taken him on his Back, the Angel Gabriel 
leading the way with the Bridle of the Beaſt in his 
Hand, he carried him from Mecca to Feruſalem in 


the twinkling of an Eye. On his coming thither, 


all the Prophets and Saints departed appear'd at 
the Gate of the Temple to ſalute him, and from 
thence attending him into the chief Oratory, de- 

Tir'd him to pray for them, and then departed. 
 Whereupon Mahomet with the Angel Gabriel going 
out of the Temple, found there a Ladder of Light 
ready fix'd for them, which they immediately 


aſcended, leaving the Alboraꝶ there tied at a Rock 


till their Return, 1 

On their Arrival at the Firſt Heaven, the Angel 
Gabriel knock'd at the Gate, and having inform'd 
the Porter who he was, and that he brought Ma- 
homet the Friend of God with him by the Divine 
Command, the Gates were immediately open'd, 
which he deſcribes to be of a prodigious Largeneſs. 
This firſt Heaven, he tells us, was all of pure Silver, 
and that he there ſaw the Stars hanging from it by 
Chains of Gold, each being of the Bigneſs of Mount 
Noho, near Mecca in Arabia; and that in theſe 
Stars Angels kept Watch and Ward for the Guard 
of Heaven, to keep oft the Devils from approaching 


near it, leſt they ſhould over- hear and know what 


was there done. On his firit entring into this Hea- 
den, he ſaith he met an old decrepit Man, and this 
was our firſt Father Adam, who immediately em- 
braced him, giving God thanks for ſo great a Son, 
and then recommended himſelf to his Prayers. As 
he enter'd further, he ſaw a Multitude of Angels of 
all manner of Shapes; ſome in that of Mex, others 
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in that of Birds, and others in that of Beaſts of all 
manner of Sorts. And among thofe who appear'd 


in the ſeveral Shapes of Birds, he there ſaw a Cock 
of Colour as white as Snow, and of ſo prodigious a 


Bigneſs, that his Feet ſtanding upon the firſt Hea- 


ven, his Head reach'd up to the ſecond, which was 
at the Diſtance of five hundred Years Journey from 
it, according to the rate as we uſually travel here 
on Earth. But others among them, as they relate 
this Matter from their Prophet, hyperbolize much 
higher concerning it, telling us, that the Head of 
this Cock reacheth up thro? all the Seven Heavens, 
as far as the Throne of God, which 1s above ſeven 
times higher; and in the Deſcription of him, ſay, 
that his Wings are all over deck'd with Carbuncles 
and Pearls, and that he extends the one of them to 
the Eaſt, and the other to the Veſt, at a Diſtance 
e eg to his Height. Concerning all 
theſe, the Impoſtor tells ns the Angel Gabriel in- 
form'd him, that they were Angels which did from 
thence intercede with God for all Living Creatures 


on the Earth. That thoſe who interceded for Men 


had there the Shape of Men ; that thoſe who in- 
terceded for Beaſts, the Shape of Beaſts; and thoſe 
who interceded for Birds, the Shape of Birds, ac- 


- cording to their ſeveral Kinds. And that as to 


the great Cock, that he was the chief Angel of the 
Cocks; that every Morning God ſinging an Holy 


Hymn, this Cock conſtantly joyn'd with him in it 


by his Crowing, which is ſo loud, that all hear it 


that are in Heaven and Earth, except Men and Fai- 


riet, and then all the other Cocks that are in Hea- 
ven and Earth, crow alſo. But when the Day of 


Judgment draws near, then God ſhall command 


him to draw in his Wings, and crow no more, 
which ſhall be a Sign that that Day is at hand, to 


all that are in Heaven and Earth, excepting ſtill 


Men 
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Men and Fairies, who being afore deaf to his Crows 
ing, ſhall not then be ſenſible of his Silence from 


it. And this Cock the Mahometans look on to be in 


that great Favour with God, that whereas it is a 
common ſaying among them, That there are three 
Voices which God always hears, they reckon the 
firſt the Voice of him that is conſtant in reading 
the Alcoran; the ſecond, the Voice of him that 


early every Morning prayeth for the Pardon of his 
Sins; and the third, the Voice of this Cock when 


he croweth, which they ſay is ever moſt accepta- 
ble uuto him. A . | 

All this ſtuff of the Cock, Abdollah helped Maho- 
met to out of the Talmudiſts. For it is all bor- 
rowed from them, with ſome little Variation only, 


to make it look not totally the ſame. For in the 


T act Bava Bathra of the Babylonſh Talmud, we 
have a Story of ſuch a prodigious Bird, call'd 
Zix, which ſtanding with his Feet upon the Earth, 
reacheth up unto the Heavens with his Head, and 
with the ſpreading of his Wings darkneth the 
whole Orb of the Sun, and cauſeth a total Eclipſe 
thereof. This Bird the Chaldee Paraphraſt on the 


Pſalms ſays, is a Cock, which he deſcribes of the | 


Tame Bigneſs, and tells us that he rows before the 
Lord. And the Chaldee ParaphM/f on Fob alſo 


tells us of him, and of his crowing every Morning 


before the Lord, and that God giveth him Wiſdom 
for this Purpoſe. What is farther ſaid of this Bird 
of the Talmudifts, may be ſeen in Buxtorf's Synogoga 
Fudaica, c. 50. and in Purchas's Pilgrimage, lib. 2.c. 20. 
From this Firft Heaven, the Impuſtor tells us, he 
aſcended up into the Second, which was at the Di- 
ſtance of five hundred Years Journey above it, and 
this he makes to be the Diſtance of every one of the 
Seven Heavens each above the other. Here the 
Gates being opened unto him, as in the Firſt Hea- 
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wen, at his Entrance he met Noah, who rejoicing 
much at the ſight of him, recommended himſelf to 
his Prayers. In this Heaven, which was all made 


of pure Gold, the Impoſtor tells us he ſaw twice as 
many Argels as in the former, and among them one 


of a prodigious Greatneſs. For his Feet being pla- 


cel on this Second Heaven, his Head reached to the 
Third. | LE 

From this Second Heaven he aſcended up into the 
Third, which was made of Precious Stones; where 


' at the Entrance he met Abraham, who alſo recom- 


mended himſelfto his Prayers. And there he ſaw 
a vaſt many more Angels than in the former Hea- 
ven, and among them another great one of ſo pro- 
digious a Size, that the. Diſiance between his two 
Eyes was as much as Seventy thouſand Days Jour- 
ney, according to our rate of travelling here on 
Earth. But here Mahomet was out in his Mathe- 
maticks; for the Diſtance between a Man's Eyes 
being in Proportion to his Height but as one to ſe- 
venty two, according to this rate, the Height of 
this Angel mult have been near fourteen thouſand 
Years Journey, which 1s four times as much as the 


Height of all his Seven Heavens together, and there - 


fore it is im poſſible ſuch an Angel could ever ſtand 
within any oneþf them. But notwithſtanding 
this, here he placeth him, and in his Deſcription of 
him, tells us, that he had before him a large Table, 


in which he was continually writing in, and blot- 


ting out ; and that having asked the Angel Gabriel 
of him, he was informed by him that this was the 
Angel of Death, who continually writes into the 
Table, which he had before him the Names of all 


that are to be born, and there computes the Days 
of their Life, and as he finds they have compleated 
the Number aſſign'd them, again blots them out, 
and that whoever hath his Name thus blotted out 
by him, immediately dies From 
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From hence he aſcended up into the Fourth Hea. 


ven, Which was all of Emerald; where at the En- 
trance he met Foſeph the Son of Farob, who re- 


commended himſelf to his Prayers. And in this 


Heaven he after ſaw a vaſtly larger Number of Au- 
gels than in the former, and among them another 


great Angel, as high as from this Fourth Heaven to 


the Fifth, who was continually weeping, and 
making great Lamentation and Mourning ; and 


this, the Angel Gabriel told him was for the Sins 


of Men, and the Deſtruction which they did there- 
by bring upon themſelves. | 


From hence he aſcended up into the Fifth Hea- 


ven, which was made of Adamant, where he found 
Moſes, who recommended himſelf to his Prayers; 
and there alſo he ſaw a much greater Number of 
Angels than in the former Heaven. 

From hence he aſcended up into the Sixth Hea- 
ven, which was all of Carbuncle, where he found 
John the Baptiſt, who recommended himſelf to his 
Prayers. And here he alſo ſaw the Number of 
Angels much increaſed beyond what he had feen 
in any of the former Heavens, x 
. From hence he aſcended up into the Seventh Hea- 

ven, which was all made of Divine Light, and here 
he found Feſus Chriſt; where it is to be obſerv'd he 
alters his Stile; for he ſaith not, that Feſus Chrift 
recommended himſelf to his Prayers, but that he 
recommended himſelf to Feſus Chriſt, deſiring him 
to pray for him; whereby he acknowledgeth him 
certainly to be the greater. But it was his Uſage 
through the whole Scene of his Impofture, thus to 
flatter the Chriſtians on all Occaſions, Here he 
faith he found a much greater Number of Angel: 
than in all the other Heavens beſides, and among 
them one extraordinary Angel having ſeventy 


thouſand Heads, and in every Head ſeventy 2 
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fand Tongues, and every Tongue uttering ſeventy 


thouſand diſtin& Voices at the ſame Time, with 
which he. continued Day and Night inceſſantly 


praiſing Gd. 


The Angel Gabriel having brought him thus far, 


told him, That it was not permitted him to go any 
farther, and therefore directed him to aſcend up 
the reſt of the way to the Throne of God by himſelf, 


which he ſaith he perform'd with great Difficulty, - 


paſſing thro' Waters and Snow, and many other 
ſuch difficult Paſſages, till he came where he heard 
a Voice ſaying unto him, O Mahomet; ſalute thy 


Creator ; from whence aſcending higher, he came 
into a Place where he ſaw a vaſt Extenſion of 


Light, of that exceeding Brightneſs, that his Eyes 


could not bear it, and this was the Habitation of 
= the Almighty, where His Throne was placed; on the 
| right Side of which, he ſays, God's Name and his 


own were written in theſe Arabick Words, La ellab 


1 elallab Mohammed reſul ollah 3 i e. There is no God 


but God, and Mahomet is his Prophet; Which is 
the Creed of the Mabometans; which Words he alſo 


ſays, he found written upon all the Gates of 
the Seven Heavens, which he paſſed through. Be- 


ing approach'd to the Preſence of God, as near as 
within two Bow-ſhots, he tells us he faw him ſit- 
ting on his Throne, with a Covering of feventy thou- 
ſand Veils before his Face; That on his drawing 
thus near, in ſign of his Favour, he put forth his 


Hand, and laid it upon him, which was of that 


exceeding Coldneſs, that it pierced to the very 
Marrow of his Pack, and he could not bear it. 
That after this, God entering into a.very familiar 
Converſe with him, reveal d unto him a great 
many hidden Myſteries, made him underftand the 
bole of his Law, and gave him many things in 
charge concerning his inſtructing Men in the 
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that is, the Faft, becauſe of the extraordinary Me- 


Knowledge of it; and in concluſion, beſtow'd on 


him ſeveral Privileges above the reſt of Mankind, 


As that he ſhould be the perfecteſt of all Creatures , 
that at the Day of Fudgment he thould be honour'd 
and advanced above all the reſt of Mankind 3 that 
he ſhould-be the Redeemer of all that believe in him; 
that he ſhould have the Knowledge of all Languages; 
and laſtly, that the Spoils of all whom he ſhould 


conquer in War ſhould belong to him alone. And 


then returning, he found the Angel Gabriel tarry- 
ing for him in the Place where he left him ; who 
conducting him back again thro? all the Seven Hea- 


vens the ſame Way that he brought him, did ſet 


him again upon the Alborak, which he left tied 
at Feruſalem; and then taking the Bridle in his 


Hand, conducted him back to Mecca in the ſame 


manner as he brought him thence, and all this 
within the Space of the tenth Part of one Night. RF 


On his relating this Extravagant Fiction to the 3 
People the next Morning after he pretended the 


thing happen'd, it was received by them as it de- 
ſerved, with a general Hoot ; ſome laugh'd at the 
Ridiculouſneſs of the Story, and others taking In- 
dignation at it, cry'd out Shame upon him for tel- 
ling them ſuch an abominable Lie, and by way of 
Reproach, bid him aſcend up to Heaven by Day- 
light there immediately before them all, that they 
might ſee it with their Eyes, and then they would 
believe him. And even of his Diſciples, a great 
many were ſo aſham'd of him for this Story, that 
they left him thereon ; and more would-have fol- 


' Joaw'd their Example, but that Abu Beker came in 


to put a Stop to the Defection, by vouching the 


Truth of all that Mahomet had related, and profeſ- 
ſetl his firm Belief to the whole of it; for which 


Reaſon he had ever after the Title of Aſadzck, 


rit 
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rit of his Faith in this Particular. And whoever 
becomes a Mahometan, muſt have the ſame Faith 
alſo; this Story being as firmly believed by all of 
that Religion, as any thing in the Goſpel 1s by us 
Chriftians: Only there has been this Queſtion 


mov'd among them, whether it were only a Vifiou 


of the Night, or a real Fourney. Thoſe that would 
ſalve the Abſurdity of it, would have it only be a 
Vifon, and that moſt of the Particulars of it are to 
be reſolved into Figure and Allegory ; but the ma- 
Jor Vote hath carried it for a real Fourney; and to 
this Senſe it being now pinn'd down, there is no 
one among them that dares in the leaſt to doubt 
thereof. ber 17 LOT | 
The Impoſture was never in greater Danger of be- 
ing totally blaſted, than by this zidiculous Fable, ſuch 


aStumbling-block did it lay even before thoſe of his. 


own Party, and therefore he needed to interpoſe 
the utmoſt of his Art to ſupport the Credit of it; 
for which purpoſe he not only got his Friend Abu 
Beker to be a Voucher to it; but alſo brings in God 
himſelf in two Places of his Alcoran bearing wit- 
neſs thereto, that is, in the Chapter of the Children 
of Iſrael, and in the Chapter of the Star; in the laſt 
of which he makes God to ſwear by the Star to the 
Truth of it, that Mahomet related nothing in this 
Story, but what he had ſeen; that he was admit- 


ted to approach him in the higheſt Heavens, with» 
in the Lengthof two Bow-ſhots; and had ſeen the 


great Wonders of the Lord, and had many hidden 
Myſteries there revealed nnto him; and that there- 
fore Men onght not diſpute any more againſt 
him concerning it, 
But howridiculous ſoever the Story may appear, 
Mahomet had his Deſign therein beyond barely tel- 
ling ſuch a miraculous Adventure of himſelf to the 


People. Hitherto he had only given them the Al- 
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coran, which was his written Law, and had owned 
himſelf no farther than barely the Meſſenger of God 
to deliver it unto them, telling them that it was 
brought to him by the Axel Gabriel; and that as 
hereceived it, ſo he publiſhed itunto them, with- 
out offering at any Comment, Explication, or ad- 
ditional Interpretation of his own concerning it; 
and therefore when gravelled with any Objection 
from his Adverſaries againſt it (as he often was 
while at Mecca, where he was continually teazed 
and perplexed with ſome or other of them) his 
uſual Refuge was in this Saying, That the Alcoran 
was God's Book, and that He only could explain 
the Meaning of it: And it was Wiſdom in him at 
firſt not to aſſume any farther. But now learning 
from his Friend Abdollah, that the ems, beſides the 
written Law dictated by God himſelf, had alſo ano- 
ther Law called the Oral Law, and g'ven with it 
(as they pretended) to Moſes himſelf while in the 
Mount, and from him delivered to the Elders of the 
People, and from them down to after Ages by Oral | 
Hadition; and underſtanding alſo that this Lay | 
was in as great Authority with them, as the other, 
and that it had its whole Foundation in the Say- | 
ings and Dictates which were pretended to be from 
Mo ſes, and preſerved by the Memories of thoſc 
who conyerſed with him; he had a Deſire for the | 
future to adyance his Authority to the ſame pitch, 
and make all his Sayings and Dictates go for Ora- . 
cles among his Muſflemans, as well as thoſe which | 
were pretended to be from Moſes, did e the | 
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Fews, ' And for this End chiefly was it that he inten- a 
ded this Story of his Journey to Heaven. For could 
he once make it be believed among his Followers, that . 


he had there ſuch a Converſe with God as Moſes had 2 

with him in the Mount, and Was there fully inftru- | 

cted by him in the Knowledge of all Divine Truths, 1 
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as this Story. pretends he was, he thought he 
ſhould therein have a ſufficient Foundation to build 
this Pretence upon, and might by a guſt Conſequence 
from it, claim the whole which he aimed at; and 
he was not miſtaken herein. For how ridiculous 
ſoever the thing at firſt appeared, yet in the Re- 
ſult he carried his Point, and obtained all that by 
the Project, which he propoſed to himſelf from it, 
For the whole of it at length going down with 
thoſe who had ſwallowed the reſt of his Impoſture, 
from that time all his Sayings became looked on as 
Sacred Truths brought down from Heaven, and 
every Word which at any time drop'd from ſo en- 
lightned a Perſon (as this Story ſuppoſeth him to 
be) as well as every Action which he did, any way 
relating to his Religion, were all carefully obſerved 
by them; which being after his Death all col- 

leded together from the Memoirs of thoſe who 

converſed with him, make up thoſe Volumes of 

Traditions from him, which t! &7 call the Sonnah, 
which are with the Mahometans the ſame in reſpect 
of the Alcoran, that the Oral Law among the Jens 
is in reſpect of the Vritten. And as among the 
Fews there are many Books, in which this Oral Law 
is recited, explained and digeſted under ſeveral 
Heads and Chapters, by many different Authors 
among their Rabbies, who have employed their 
' Pains and Studies in this Matter; ſo alſo are there 
the like Number of Books among the Mahametans 
concerning: their Sonnab, in which all the Say- 
angs and Doings of Mabomet, relating to his Reli- 
gion, as allo the Conſtitutions of the Seniors, (that 
is, of the firſt Caliphsthat ſucceeded him, eſpecially 
the four firſt) concerning the ſame, are collected, 

explained, and digeſted under ſeveral Heads or 
common Places by the Compilers of them, which 
Books make up the Sym of their Theology, as well 
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| Speculative as Practical; and in them indeed is 
contained the whole of their Religion, as now prac- 
tiſed among them. And therefore fo much of the 
Inpoſture which I now andertake to give an Account 
of being in theſe Traditions, and they all founded 
upon this Journey of Mahomet to Heaven, where he 
retended to have been inſtructed in them by God 
himſelf z this ſufficiently juſtifieth my being thus 
long in relating this fabulous Story of it. 


But how fabulous and abſurd ſoever this Story 


is, the Socinians, who have in ſo many things co- 
pied after this Impoftor, have not ſtuck to borrow 
this alſo from him. For the many Texts of Scrip- 
ture which tell us of our Saviour's coming to us 
from'the Heavens above, manifeſtly proving his 
Exiſtance there in his Divinity, before the aſſu- 
ming of his Humanity here on Earth (which they 


impiouſly deny) to ſalve the matter, they have b/ 


Juſt ſuch another Story as this of Mahomet, carried 
bim to Heaven a little before the taking of his 
Miniſtry upon him, there to be inſtructed by God 
himſelf in the Doctrines which he was to teach; 
and refer all that is ſaid in Holy Scripture of his 
coming from Heaven, to this his Journey thither 
of their own feigning. Which ſnews how miſera- 
bleaShiftthey are reduc'd to, for the Support of that 
Impiety which they aſſert. For take but this from 
them, and it muſt all neceſſarily fall to the Ground. 

After his publiſhing this Fiction, and the Revolt 
of ſo many of his Diſciples, as happen'd thereon, 
his Adverfaries grew in Strength ſo faſt upon him, 
that he could no longer protect thoſe who adhered 
to him, as he had hitherto done; but ſome of 
them; to the Number of about an hundred Perſons, 
having made themſelves more than ordinary ob- 
noxious to the Government, by ſome Practices 
againſt it, wore forced to fly from Mecca to 
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kept up his Party, do what they could to ſuppreſs 
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Nagaſh King of Ethiopia, where Mahomet's Let: 


ters, which they carried with them, obtained their 
Protection, though the Men of Mecca ſent two of 
their principal Citizens after them in an Embaſſy to 
that King, to demand them to be delivered unto 


them. And Mahomet, with the reſt that tarried 


behind, found it very difficult for them to ſubſiſt 


any longer there. For after the Departure of ſo 
many of his faithfulleſt Adherents into this Exile, 
this farther Diminution of his Number, made him 
ſtill leſs able to withſtand theſe Inſults which his 
Adverſaries were continually on all Occaſions ma- 
king upon him. But what he loſt at Mecca, he got 
at Medina, then called Tathreb, a City lying at 
the Northern End of Hagiuz, two hundred and ſe- 
venty Miles diſtant from Mecca, which being in- 
habited, the one Part by Fews, and the other 
Part by Heretical Chriſtians, it ſeems theſe two dif- 
ferent Parties not well agreeing in the ſame City, 
the Factions and Feuds that aroſe between them 
drove one of the Parties to Mahomet; and on the 


Thirteenth Year of his pretended Miſion, there 


came to.him from thence Seventy three Men, and 
two Women, who embraced his Impoiure, and 
ſwore Fealty unto him, whereon he choſe Twelve 


out of them, whom he retained a-while with him 


at Mecca to inſtruct them in his M Rel:gion, and 
then ſent them back again to Tathreb, to be as his 
Twelve Apoſtles, there to propagate it in that Town ; 
in which they laboured with that Succeſs, that in 
a ſhort time they drew over_a great Party of the 
Inhabitants to embrace the Impoſture; of which 
Mahomet receiving an Account, reſolved to retire 
thither, as finding Mecca now grown too hot for 
him. For the chief Men of the City, finding that 
Mahomet's indefatigable Induſtry and Cunning ſtill 
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it, reſolved without farther delay to ftrike at the 


Root, and prevent the farther ſpreading of the 
Miſchief, by cutting off him that was the chief 
Author of it. Of which he having received full 
and early Intelligence, and finding no other way 

to avoid the Blow but to fly from it, ordered all 
is Party, whom he could prevail with to accom- 
pany him in his Baniſhment ſecretly in the 
Evening to withdraw out of the City, and retire 
to Tathreb. And when he had ſeen them all gone, 
he and Abu Beker followed after, leaving only 
Ali behind, who having ſet in order ſome Affairs 
that detained him, came to them on the third Day 
after. As ſoon as his Flight was publickly known, 
Parties were ſent out to purſue after him, and he 
difficultly eſcaped them by hiding himſelf for 


ſome time in a Cave, till the Heat of the Purfait i 


Was over. | 55 5 

On the 12th Day of the Month, which the 
Arabs call the former Rabia, that is on the 24th of 
our September, he came to Tathreb, and was there 
received with great Acclamations by the Party 
which called him thither. But whether this Party 
were of the Jews, or the Chri/tians, I find not ſaid 
in any Author; only if we may conjecture from 
the great Kindneſs which at this time he expreſſed 
towards the Chriftians, and the implacable hatred 
which he ever after bore the Jews, it will from 
hence appear, that the former were the Friends 
that invited him thither, and the latter the oppo- 
fite Party that were Enemies unto him. And 
what he faith of each of them in the fifth Chapter 
of his Alcoran, which was one of the firſt which he 
nant his coming to Tathreb, may ſeem 

Hy to clear the Matter. For his Words there 
are, Thon ſhalt find the Jews to be ver) great Enemies 
to the true Believers ; | 


ard the Chriſtians to have great 
Inclination 
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| Iuclination and Amity towards them; for they have 


Pyieſts and Religious that are humble, who have Eyes 
full of Tears when they hear mention of the Doctrine 
which God hath inſpired into thee, becauſe of their 
Knowledge of the Truth, and ſay, Lord we believe in thy 
Law, write us in the Number of them who profeſs thy 
Unity. Who ſhall hinder us from believing in God, and 
the Truth wherein we have been inſtructed? We defire 
with Paſſion, O Lord, to be in the Number of the Fuſt. 
By this we may ſee what a deplorable Decay the 
many Diviſions and Diſtractions which then reign- 
ed in the Eaſtern Church, had there brought the 
Chriftian Religion into, when its Profeſſors could ſo 
eaffly deſert it for that groſs Impoſture which an 
Iliterate Barbarian propoſed unto them, And in- 
deed it is no ſtrange thing for Men, when once 


they have deſerted the Orthodox Profeſſion of the 


Chriſtian Faith, to flee from one Error to another, 
till at length, by ſeveral Changes in Religion, they 
change the whole of it away, andgive themſelves 
up to total Impiety. For we ſee it daily practiſed 
among us. | TRE; | 

On Mahomet's firſt coming to Tathreb, he lodg- 
ed in the -Houſe of Chalid Abu Fob, one of the 
chief Men of the Party that called him thither, till 
he had built himſelf an Houſe of his own, which 
he immediately ſet about, and adjoining thereto 
alſo erected a Moſque at the ſame time for the exer- 
ciſe of his new-invented Religion; and it is recorded 
as an Inſtance of his Injuſtice, that he voilently 
diſpoſſeſſed certain poor Orphans, the Children of 
an Inferior Artificer a little before deceaſed, of the 


Ground on which it ſtood, and ſo founded this 


arſt Fabrick for his Worſhip with the like wick- 
edneſs as he did his Religion. And having thus ſet- 


_ tled himſelf in this Jon, he continued there ever 
after, tothe time of his Death. For which Reaſon 
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it thenceforth loſing the Name of Tathreb, became 
called Medinato'l nabi, The City of the Prophet, 
and ſimply Medina, by which Name it hath been 
ever ſince called, even unto this Day. 
From this Flight of Mahomet, the Hegira, 
which is the Ara of the Mahometans, begins its 
Computation. It was firſt appointed by Omar the 
Third Emperor of the Saracens, on this Occaſion ; 
There happened a Conteſt before him about a 
Debt of Money: The Creditor had from his Debtor 
a Bill, wherein he acknowledged the Debt, and 
obliged himſelf to pay it on ſuch a Day of ſuch a 
Month: The Day and the Month being paſs'd, 
the Creditor ſues his Debtor before Omar for the 
Money: The Debtor acknowledged the Debt, but 
denied the Day of Payment to be yet come, al- 
ledging the Month in the Bill mentioned to be 
that Month in the Year next enſuing; but the 


Creditor contended that it was that Month in the 
Year laſt paſt; and for want of a Date to the Bill, 


it being impoſſible to decide this Controverſy,Omar 
called his Council together, to conſider of a Method 
how to prevent this Difficulty for the future; where 
it was decreed, That all Bills, and other Inſtru- 
ments, ſhould ever after have inſerted into them 
the Date both of the Day of the Month, and alſo 
of the Year, in which they were figned. And as 
to the Tear, he having conſulted with Harmuzan, 


Learned Perfian then with him, by his Advice 


- ordained all Computations to be made for the fu- 
ture from the Flight of Mahomet from Mecca to 
Medina. And for this Reaſon this Ara was called 
the Hegira, which in the Arabick Language ſignifi- 

eth a Flight, It takes its Beginning from the ſix- 
teenth Day of Fuly, in the Year of our Lord Six 

hundred twenty and two: And ever ſince this De- 

_eree of Omar (which happen'd in the 9 
| | car 
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Year of it) it hath conſtantly been uſed among the 


Mahometans, 1n the ſame manner as the Computa- 
tion from the Incarnation of our Lord Chrift is with 


us Chriſtians. The Day that Mahomet left Mecca, 


was on the firſt of the Former Rabia, and he 
came to Medina on the twelfth of the ſame 
Month: But the Hegira begins two Months be- 
fore, from the firſt of Moharram; for that being 
the firſt Month of the Arabian Tear, Omar would 
make no Alteration as to that, but anticipated the 
Computation fifty nine Days, that he might begin 
his Ara from the Beginning of that Year in which 
this Flight of the Impoſtor happened, which gave 
Name thereto. Till the appointing of this Ara, 
it was uſual with the Arabians to compute from the 
laſt great War they were engag'd in: And at 
Mecca the Ara of the Elephant, and the Ara of 
the Impions Mar, being thoſe which they computed 


buy all the Time of Mabomet, I ſhall give an Ac- 
count of them. ; | 


The Era of the Elephant had its Beginning from 
a War which the Inhabitants of Mecca had 
with the Ethiopians: It happened in that very Year 
in which Mabomet was born, on this Occaſion', 
About fifty Years before the Time of Mahomet, 
therereigned over the Homerites, an ancient Nation 


| ofthe Arabs, lying to the South of Mecca, a certain 
King called Du Nawas, who having embraced 


the Fewi/h Religion, perſecuted the Chriſtian, which 
ad been planted there for at leaſt three hundred 
Years before, and did the utmoſt he was able ta 
extirpate it out of his Dominzons ; for which pur- 
poſe he made him a deep Ditch or Furnace in the 
Earth, and after having heated it with Fire, cau- 
{ed all thoſe of the Chriſtian Religion to be thrown 
thereinto who would not renounce their Faith, 
an turn to Fudaiſm. During which Perſecution 
H 2 | the 
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the Arabian Writers tell a very memorable Sto- 
ry of a Chriftian Woman, who being brought to the 
Furnace with a Son of hers, very young, whom ſhe 
carried in her Arms, was at the Sight of the Fire 
ſo affrighted, ſhe drew back, as if ſhe would rather 
chuſe to comply with the Perſecutors, and renounce 
her Faith, than thus periſh for it; at which the 
Child cried out, Fear not, Mother, to dye for your 
Religion, for then after this Fire you ſhall never feel any 


other. Whereon the Mother being again encou- 


raged, went on and compleated her Martyrdom, 
This Perſecution drove ſeveral of the Homerite Chri- 
ftians to fly into Ethiopia for Safety; where making 
their Complaints to the King, who was a Chriſtian, 
of the cruel Perſecution of Du Nawas againft them, 
prevailed with him to- ſend 4ryat his Uncle with 
an Army of Seventy Thouſand Men for their Re- 
lief; who having overthrown Du Nawas in 
Battle, purſued him ſo hard that he forced him in- 
to the Sea, where he periſned: Whereon the 
Kingdom of the Homenites fell into the Hands of the 
Ethiopians, and Aryat governed it twenty Years. 
After him ſucceeded Abraham Al Aſhram, who ha- 
ving built a famous Church at Sanaa, the chief 
City of the Homerites, abundance of Arabians re- 
ſorted thither to the Chriſtian Worſhip, fo that the 
Temple of Mecca began to be neglected, and the 
Heathen Worſhip there, hitherto performed with ſo 
great Concourſe from all Parts of Arabia, to grow 
into decay: At which the'Men of Mecca were ex- 
ceedingly diſturbed; for they had the chief of 
their Support from the great Reſort of Pilgrims who 
came thither every Year from all Parts of Arabia 


to worſhip their Heathen Deities, and perform their 


annual ſolemn Ceremoniesunto them. And there- 

fore toexpreſstheir Indignation againſt this Church, 

which ſomuch threatened their main Intereſt wilh 
| e WY. e 


| The Life of MAHoMET. 53 


total Ruin, ſome of them went to Sanaa, and get- 


ting privately into the Ourch, did in a moſt con- 


o 


J 


tumelious manner defile it all over with their Ex- 
crements ; at which Abraham was ſo incenſed, 
that to revenge the Affront, he ſwore the Deſtruc- 
tion of the Temple of Mecca: And accordingly to 
effect it, marched thither with a great Army, and 
beſieged the City. But not being able to compaſs 
his End, (I ſuppoſe for want of Proviſion for his 
numerous Forces in ſo defart and barren a Country} 
he was forced to march back again with Loſs and 
Difgrace ; and becauſe he had feveral Elephants in 
his Army, for that Reaſon this was called, The Var 
of the Elephant; and the Mra by which they rec- 
koned from it; The Ara of the Elephant. And to 
this War it is that the 105th Chapter of the Alco- 
ran, called the Chapter of the Elephant, doth relate; 
where Mahomet tells us, How the Lord treated them 
that came mounted upon Elephants to ruin the Temple of 
Mecca ; and that he defeated their treacherons Deſign, 
and ſent againſt them great Armies of Birds, which 
threw down Stones upon their Heads, and made them 
like Corn in the Field, which is deſtroyed and trodden 
down by the Beats. Where the Commentators of 
the Alcoran tell us, That to preſerve the Temple of 
Mecca from the intended Deſtruction, God ſent 
againſt the Ethiopians great Armies of Birds, each 
of which carried three Stones, the one in the 
Mouth, and the other two in the two Feet, which 
they threw down upon their Heads; and that 


' thofe Stones, although not much bigger than Peaſe, - 


were yet of that Weight, that falling upon the Hel- 
met, they pierced that and the Man through; and 


that on each of them was wriften the Name of 


him that was to be flain by it; and that the Army 
of the Ethiopians being thus deftroyed, the Temple 
of Mecca was ſaved, For Mahomet having reſolved 
. | | to 
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to continue that Temple 1n its former Reputation, 


and make it the chief Place of his new invented Nor- 


ſhip, as it had been before of the Heathen, coined 
this Miracle among many others, on purpoſe to 
gain it the greater Veneration in the Minds of his 
"deluded Followers, although there might be ſeve- 
ral then alive, who were able to 8 

thereto, it being but fifty four Years before the 
Beginning of the Hegira that this War happened; 
for it was the very Lear in which Mahomet 


was born. But perchance this Chapter came not 
forth in publick till Othman's Edition of the Alco- 


ran, which was many Years after, when all might 
be dead that conld remember any thing of this 
War, and the Fable thereby out of danger of be- 
ing contradicted by any of thoſe who knew the 
contrary. 


The Tra of the Tmpious War began 3 the 


twentieth Year of the Ara of the Elephant, and 
had its Name from a terrible War, which was 
then waged between the Koraſhites and Kaiſaila- 
 ontes, in which Mahomet firſt; entered the School 
of War under his Uncle Abu Ialeb, being then 
twenty Years old. It was called the Inpious Var, 
becauſe it proceeded to that Heat and Fury, that 
they carried it on even in thoſe Months when it 
was reckon'd impious among them to wage War - 
For it was an ancient Conſtitution ;through all 
Arabia, to hold four Months of the Year ſacred, 
in which all War was to ceaſe: And theſe were the 
Months of Moharram,. Rajeb, Dulkaada, and Dul- 


baga; The Firſt, the Seventh, the Eleventh, and 
the Twelfth of the Year, in which it was 


obſerved with the greateſt Religion among all 
their Tribes, to uſe no AQ of Hoftility againſt 
each other; but with how great Fury ſoever 
one Tribe might be engaged againſt another (as 
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was uſual among them) as ſoon as any of thoſe 


Sacred Months began, they all immediately deſiſted, 
and taking off the Heads from their Spears, and 


laying aſide all other Weapons of War, had inter- 


courſe, and intermingled together, as if there had 
been perfect Peace and Friendſhip between them, 
without any Fear of each other; ſo that if a Man 
ſhould meet on thoſe Months him that had ſlain 
his Father, or his Brother, he durſt not meddlewith 
him, how violent ſoever his Hatred or Revenge 


might prompt him to it. And this was conſtantly 


obſerved among all the ancient Arabs, till broken 
in this War, which from hence was called the In- 
pious War, And in this Impious War Mahomet 
having firſt taken Arms, gave a Preſage thereby 
to what impious Purpoſe he would uſe them all his 
Life after. 5 

But the Hegira being that which all of the Ma- 
hometan Religion have, ever ſince the Conſtitution 
of Omar, computed by, the Subject Matter of the 
Hiſtory which I now write, obligeth me henceforth 
to make uſe of this Ara through the remaining 
Part of it. But becauſe it computeth by Lunary 
Tears only, and not by Solary, it is requiſite that I 
here inform the Reader of the Nature of thoſe 


| Years, and the manner how the Hegira computeth 


by them. Anciently the Arabs, although they. 


always uſed Lunary Tears, yet by intercalating Se- 


ven Months in Nineteen Years, in the manner as 
do the Fews, reduced them to Solary Tears; and con- 
ſequently had their Months always fixed to the 
ſame Seaſon of the Year; but this growing out of 
aſe about the Time of Mahomet, their Year hath 
ever ſince been ſtrictly Lunar), conſiſting only of 
Three hundred fifty four Days, eight Hours, and 
Forty eight Minutes, which odd Hours and 
Minutes in thirty Years making Eleven Days ex- 
FAN Fe” | actly 
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actly, they do intercalate a Day on the 2d, 5th, 


7th, 1oth, 13th, 15th, 18th, 21ſt, 24th, 26th, 
and 29th, Years of this Period: So that their Year, 
in thoſe Years of this Period: conſiſts of Three hun- 
dred fifty five Days, by reaſon of the intercalated 
Day, which they then add to the laſt Month of the 


Year. And this Year all that profeſs the Mahome: + 


tan Religion have ever made uſe of; and there is a 
Paſſage in the Alcoran whereby they are con- 
fined to it: For the Impoſtor there calls it an In- 
piety to prolong the Tear, that is, by adding an Inter- 
calary Month thereto. So. that according to this 
Account, the Mahometan Tear falling eleven Days 
ſhort of the Solary, it hence comes to paſs, that 
the Beginning of the Year of the Hegira is unfixed 
and ambulatory (the next Year always beginning 
eleven Days ſooner than the former) and therefore 
ſometimes it happens in Summer, ſometimes in 
Spring, ſometimes in Winter, and ſometimes in 
Autumn; and in thirty three Years compaſs 

goes through all the different Seaſons of the Year, 
and comes about again to the ſame time of the So- 
| Jary Tear, although not exactly to the ſame Day. 
Which being like to create ſome Confuſion to 
us who are uſed to the Solazy Tear, fo prevent 
this, after the Year of the Hegira, I add the 
Day of the Month in the Year of our Lord in 
which it begins. The Months of the Arab Tear 
axe. as follow; 1. Mobarram, 2. Saphar. 3. The 
former Rabia. 4. The latter Rabia. 5. The former 


Fomada. 6. The latter Fomada. 7. Rajeb. 8. Ha- 


ban. 9. Ramadan, 10. Shawal. , II. Dulkaada. 
12. Dul hagha. The firſt hath thirty Days, and 
the ſecond twenty nine, and fo alternatively to 
the End of the Year ; only in the intercalary Years, 
Daulbagha hath thirty Days, becauſe of the Day 


added ; but in all other Years only twenty nine. 
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But beſides this Ara, the Mahometans in Perſia 
have another, which they reckon by in all Civil 
Matters, call'd the ra of Tazdejerd. It computes 
by Solar) Tears of three hundred ſixty five Days, 
without any Intercalation, and is in uſe among the 
Aſtronomers all over the Eaſt. It hath its Beginning 


ten Years after the Hegira, not from the Death of 


Tazdejerd (as all Chronologers, hitherto following 
the Miſtake of Scaliger, have erroneouſly aflerted) 
but from his firſt Advancement to the Crown of 
Pera. The Hiſtory of the Matter is thus. After 
the Death of Choſpoes, the ſecond of that Name 
(which happen'd An. Dom. 628.) in four Years 
time eight ſeveral Perſons having ſucceſſively poſ- 


ſeſſed themſelves of the Throne of Perfia, and molt 


of them by violent Means, this created ſuch Di- 
ſtractions arid Confuſions through all that King- 
dom, by reaſon of the great Diviſions, and ſeveral 
different Intereſts, which ſo many Revolutions in 
ſo ſhort a time had occaſion'd among them, that 
at length all Parties growing weary of fo deſtruc- 
tive a State of their Affairs, came to an Agree- 
ment of ſettling again under a Prince of the Roy- 
al Family, and to this Purpoſe made choice of 
Tazdejerd, a Grandſon of Choſroes, who was a young 
Man of fifteen Years old; and ſent into Arabia 
(where he was fled for his Safety) to Abu Beker, 


then newly choſe Succeſſor to Mahomet, to de- 


mand him for their King; and having according- 
ly obtain'd him, did, on the 16th Day of Fune, 
Anno Dom. 632. in the eleventh Year of the He- 
gira, place him on the Throne of his Anceſtors; 
which being ſo ſignal a Reſtoration of that King- 


dom to its former Peace and Settlement, after ſo 


great a Diſturbance of it, they made this the Be- 
ginning of a new Ara among them, which from 


the Name of the King, they call'd the Ara of 
| : | I . 
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Tazdejerd. And therefore it doth not begin from 
the Death of that Prince; for he liv'd nineteen 
Years after, and fought many Battles againſt the 
Saracens, during the Reign of Omar and Othman, 
Succeflors of Abu Beker, in Defence of his Coun- 
try, till at length he was ſlain by the Treachery 
of one of his own Captains, in the thirty firſt Year 
of the Hegira, Anno Dom. 651. nineteen Years after 
this Ara, denominated from him, firſt commenc'd, 


which all agree was in the 11th Year of the Hegira, 
Heg. 1. Fuly 16. A. D. 622.] The firſt thing that 


Mabomet did after his having ſettled himſelf at 


Medina, was to marry his Daughter Fatima to his 
Couſin Ali. She was the only Child then living 
of ſix which were born to him of Cadigha, his firk 
Wife; and indeed the only one which he had, 
notwithſtanding the Multitude of his Wives, that 
ſurvived him, whom he exceedingly loved, and 
was uſed to give great Commendations of her, 
reckoning her among the perfecteſt of Women: 
For he was uſed to ſay, That amons Men there 
were many perfect, but of Women he would allow 
only four to be ſuch, and theſe were Aſiah the 
Wife of Pharaoh; Mary the Mother of Chriſt; Ca- 
digha his Wife, and Fatima his Daughter. From 
her all that pretend to be of the Race of Mahomet 
derive their Deſcent. | 

And now the Impoſtor having obtain'd the End 


he had been long driving at, that is, a Town at 
his Command, where to arm his Party, and head 


them with Security, for the further Proſecution of 
his Deſign, he here enters on-a new Scene. Hi: 
therto he had been preaching up his Impoſture for 
thirteen Years together; for the remaining ten 
Years of his Life he takes the Sword and fights for 
it. He had long been teaz'd and perplex'd at 
Mecca with Queſtions and Objections, and Dit 
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putes about what he preach'd, whereby being of- 
ten gravell'd and non-plus'd, to the Laughter of 
his Auditors, and his own Shame and Confuſion, 
out of hatred to this Way he henceforth forbids 
all manner of Diſputing about his Religion; and 
that he might be ſure to have no more of it, makes 
it for the future to be no leſs than Death for any 
one in the leaſt to contradict or oppoſe any of the 
Doctrines which he had taught. The way that 
his Religion was to be propagated, he now tells his 
Diſciples, was not by Diſputing, but by Fighting ; 
and therefore commands them all to arm them- 
ſelves, and. ſlay with the Sword all thoſe that 
would not embrace it, unleſs they ſubmitted to 
pay an Aunual Tribute for the Redemption of their 
Lives. And according to this InjunQ1on, even 
unto this Day, all who live under any Mahometan 
Government and are not of their Religion, pay an 
Annual Tax for a conſtant Mul& of their Infide- 
lity (which in Turkey 1s called the Carrage) and 
are ſure to be puniſh'd with Death, if in the leaſt 
they contradict or oppoſe any Doctrine that is re- 
ceiv'd among them to have been taught by Maho- 
met, And certainly there could not be a wiſer 
Way deviſed for upholding ſo abſurd an Impoture, 
than by thus filencing, under ſo ſevere a Penalty, 
all manner of Oppoſition and Diſputes againlt it. 
Alfter the Inpoſtor had ſufficiently infuſed this 
Doctrine into his Diſciples, he next proceeds to put 
it in practice; and having erected his Standard, 
calls them all to come armed thereto ; where, ha- 
ving enroll'd them all for the War, he gave his 
Standard to his Uncle: Hamza, conſtituting him 
thereby his Standard- Bearer ; and out of the ſpecial 
Confidence he had in him, ſent him out on the 
firft Expedition which was undertaken in his. 
Cauſe. For "underſtandings that the Caravan o/ 
„„ I 2 Hecca 
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Mecca was now on the Road in their Return from 
Syria, he order'd out Hamza with a Party of Thirty 
Horſe. to way-lay and plunder them; and he hav- 
ing accordingly poſted himſelf in a Wood in the 
Country of Jamama, which they were to paſs, 
they tarry'd their Coming 3 but on their Approach, 
finding them guarded with three hundred Men, 
ſent from Mecca to convey them ſafe home, he 
durſt not fet upon them, but fled and return'd to 
Medina, without effecting any thing. And ſevera] 
other Expeditions, which were this Year under- 
1 of the ſame Nature, had no better Suc- 
ceſs. | Fee 
Heg. 2. Ful) 5. A. D. 623.] The next Year a 
very rich Caravan going from Mecca towards Syria, 
and carrying a great Quantity both of Goods and 
Money, which belong'd to the Merchants of Mec- 
ca, that traded into that Country, he went out 
with three hundred and nineteen Men to inter- 


cept it: But coming up with them at a Place 


called Beder, he found them guarded by a Con- 
voy of a thouſand Men, under the Command of 
Abu Sophian, whereon a fierce Battle enſued be- 
tween them; but Mahomet gaining the Victory, 
Abu Sophian made as good a Retreat as he could 
back again to Mecca, ſaving moſt of the Caravan 
with him, at which Mahomet's Men much repin'd, 
However, great Spoils were gain'd by them in 


this Battle, which, had like to have made a Quar- | : 


rel among them about the Diviſion : For the Army 
conſiſting: of two Parties, the Men of Medina, 
who were call'd the Anſars, that is Mahomet's 
Helpers 3 and the Men of Mecea, who were call'd 
the Mobagerins, that is, the Companions of his Flight ; 
the former would have had a larger Share than the 
latter. To ſalve this Controverſy, Mabomet com- 
poſed the eighth Chapter of his Alcoran, as + 
0 8 . : 
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he adjudgeth the fifth Part to himſelf, and the reſt 


irty to be equally divided between them. 
lav- The Succeſs of this Battle gave great Encourage- 
the ment to the Impoſtor and his Party, He frequent- 
aſs, ly brags of it in his Alcoran, and would have it 
ach, believed that two Miracles were wrought for his 
len, obtaining of it; the firſt, That God made his E- 
he nemies fee his Army as double to what it was, 
d to which help'd to diſmay them; and the ſecond, 
eral That he ſent Troops of Angels to his Aſſiſtance, 
der- which help'd to overcome them. They were to 
JUc> the Number of three Thouſand, (as he himſelf tells 


us) but being inviſible to every one's Eye but his 
alone, the Credit of it ſtands upon no better Foun- 
dation than the reſt of his Impoſture, his own ſingle 
Teftimony only. m5 1751 
This Year he altered the Kebla, that is, the 
Place towards which they directed their Prayers. 
For it was uſual among the People of the Eaft, of 
all Religions, to obſerve one particular Point of the 
Heavens, towards which they all turned their Fa- 
ces when they prayed. The Fews, in what Part 
of the World ſoever they were, prayed with their 
Faces towards Fernſalem, becauſe there was 
their Temple ; the Arabians towards Mecca, be- 
cauſe there was the Caaba, the chief Place of their 
Heathen Worſhip ; the Sabeans towards the North- A 
Star; and the Perſian Idolaters, who held Fire and 75 
Light to be their chief Gods, towards the Fat, 
becauſe from thence the Syn did ariſe, which they | 
held to be the chief Fountain of both. Mahomet, 
from the Beginning of his Impoſture, had directed 
Pd his Diſciples to pray with their Faces towards 


t; Feruſalem, which he was uſed to call the Holy City, 

he and the City of the Prophets, and intended to have 
Ns ordered his P:lgrimages thither, and to have made 

in it the chief Place where all his Sect were to wor- 

6 1 N | 1 ſhip. 
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a ſuperſtitious Veneration to the Temple of Mecca, 
which had for many Ages before been the chief 
Place of the Idolatrous Worſhip of the Arabians, and 
that it would be a very prevalent Argument to re- 
concile his Fellow-Citizens to him, if he ſtill pre- 
ſerved their Temple in its former Honour, he chan- 
ged his former Law to ſerve his preſent Purpoſe, 
and henceforth directed his Diſciples to Pray with 
their Faces towards Mecca, and ordained the 
Temple of that Place, which from its ſquare Form 
was called the Caaba, '(that Word ſignifying a 


of Worſhip for all of his Religion, to which they 


mer Times. And to this Change he was the more 
inclined, out of his Averſion to the Fews, againſt 
whom having, about this time contracted an irre- 
concilable Hatred, he liked not any longer to con- 
form with them in this Rite. And that his Follow- 
| ers might be diſtinguiſhed from them in this Par- 
= ticular, is the Reaſon which he himſelf gives for 
| this Change. However, many of his Diſciples 
were much ſcandaliz'd hereat, judging no Truth 
nor Stability in that Religion which was ſo often 
given to change; and ſeveral left him thereon. 
From this Time, the more to magnify the Tem- 
ple of Mecca, and to give the greater Honour and 
Reputation thereto, have we all thoſe Fabulous 


cerning it. As that it was firſt built in Heaven 
to be the Place where the Angels were to worſhip ; 
and that Adam worſhipped at it while in Paradiſe ; 
but being caſt down from thence (for they place 
. Paradiſe in Heaven) he prayed God, that he might 
have fuch a [Temple on Earth, towards which he 

might pray, and go round it in holy Worſhip un- 


fl — 
— 
— 


ſhip. But now finding that his Followers ſtill bore 


Square in the Arabic Tongue) to be the chief Place 


were {till to perform their Pilgrimages, as in for- 


Stories invented, which the Impoſtar tell us con- 
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to him, in the ſame manner as the Angels went 


round that which he had ſeen in Heaven : That 
thereon God ſent down the Similitude of that Tem- 


ple in Curtains of Light, and pitched it at Mecca, 
in the Place where the Caaba now ſtands; which 
is, ſay they, exactly under the Original which is 
in Heaven : That there, after the Death of Adam, 


Seth built it with Stones and Clay; and that all the 


People of God there worſhipped till the Flood, by 


which it being over-thrown, God commanded Abra- 


bam again to rebuild it, having ſhewn. him the 


Form of the Fabrick in a Viſion, and directed him 


to the Place by his viſible Shechinah reſiding on it: 


That accordingly Abraham and Iſhmael rebuilt 


it in the Place where it now ſtands : And that 15 
mael ever after, living at Mecca, there worſhipped 
God with the true Worſhip ; but his Poſterity af- 


terwards corrupted it with Idolatry, and profan'd 


this holy Temple with Idols, from which he was 
now to purge it, and conſecrate it anew to the 
true Worſhip of God, to which it was primitively 


intended. And he did not only thus retain the Jem 
ple of Mecca, but alſo the Pilgrimages thither, and 


all the abſurd Rites which were perform'd at them 
in the Times of 1dolatry ; for theſe being the things 
which long Uſe had created a great Veneration for 


in the Minds of the Arabians, by adopting them all 


into his New Religion, he made it go down the ea- 
fier with them, And indeed this was the princi- 
pal Piece of his Craft, ſo to frame his New Reli- 
gion in every Particular, as would beſt take with 
thoſe to whom he propoſed it. . 

As to this Temple of Mecca, and what it was be- 
fore Mahomet, all that is true of it is this; It was 
an Heathen Temple in the ſame Veneration among 
the Arabs, that the Temple of Delphos was among 
the Greeks, whither all their Tribes, for many 


Ages, 


{1.8 
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Ages, came once a Year to perform their Idolatront 2 
Ceremonies to their Gods; till at length Mahomet Ky 
having forced them to exchange their Wolatry for R 
another Religion altogether as bad, made this Tem- 77 
ple alſo undergo the fame Change, by appointing of 
it thenceforth to be the chief Place for the per- 3 
forming of that falſe Worſhip which he impoſed, | fi 


in the fame manner as it was before of that which 
he aboliſh'd, and ſo it hath continued ever ſince. 
This ſame Year he alſo appointed the Month 
of Ramadan to be a Month of Faſt. At his firſt 
coming to Medina, finding the Fews obſerving 
the Celebration of their great Faſt of the Expiation 
on the tenth of their firſt Month, which is Tiſri, 
He ask'd what it meant; and being told it was a 
Faſt appointed by Moſes, he replied, that he had 
more to do with Moſes than they; and therefore 
ordain'd the Tenth Day of Moharram, the Firſt 
Month of the Arab Tear, to be a Solemn Faft with 
his Muſlemans in Imitation hereof, which by a 
Name alſo borrow'd from the Few, he call'd A. 
foura, which is the ſame with the Hebrew Aſhor, 
that is, the Tenth, it being the Tenth Day of the 
Month Tiſri, on which this Faſt of the Expiation 
was kept among them. And he did alſo at firſt 
adopt other of their Faſts into his Religion, hop- 
Ing by theſe Means to win them over unto him: 
But finding them till to oppoſe him all they could, 
and on all Occaſions to perplex him and his Fol- 
lowers with Queſtions and Difficulties about his Re- 
tigion, which he could not find Anſwers for, and 
on the Account hereof to diſparage and deride him 
and his Impoſture, he contracted that Averſion and 
Hatred againſt them, that he reſolv'd to differ 
from them in this too, as well as in the Particu- 
lar, laſt mention'd ; and therefore aboliſhing the 
faid Fafts, which he had taken from them, in Imi- 
IL tation 
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tation of the Chriſtian Way, with whom about this 
time (it ſeems) he was very deſirous to ingra- 
tiate himſelf, he appointed the whole Month of 
Ramadan to be as it were his Lent, or a continued 
Time of ſolemn Faſting. And this Year the Month 
of Ramadan beginning in the Month of March, it 
did now exactly fall in with the Time of the Ori- 
ſtian Lent. - But the Reaſon which he himſelf gives 


| for his appointing of it, was, becauſe on this 
Month, as he pretends, the Alcoran firſt came 
down from Heaven to him; that is, that Chapter 
of it which he firſt publiſh'd. Before, it was a 
Month uſually dedicated to Jollity and good 

Cheer among the Arabs, and while they interca- 


lated the Year, always fell in the Heat of 


Summer; and therefore it was called Ramadan, be- 


cauſe of the Ramado'l Har, i. e. Ihe Vehemency of 
the Heat, which then happen d. | 
The reſt of this Year he ſpent in Predatory Ex- 


curſions upon his Neighbours, robbing, plundering 


and deſtroying all thoſe that lived near Medina, 
oe would not come in and embrace his Re- 
gion. 


Heg. 3. June 24. A. D. 624.1 | The next Year 


he made War upon thoſe Tribes of the Arabs, 


which were of the 7ewiſß Religion near him; and 
having taken their Caſtles, and reduced them under 
his Power, ſold them all for Slaves, and divided 
their Goods among his Followers, He being exceed- 
ingly exaſperated againſt Caab, one of their Rabhies, 
this War was principally undertaken for his ſake, 


that he might take him and put him to Death; 
but not being able to light on him in any of thoſe _ | 
Places which he had taken, he ſent out Parties to 


ſearch after him, ordering them to kill him where- 
ever they ſhould find him. The Reaſon of his 
bitter Hatred againſt him was this. Caab was a 

: K a very 
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very eminent Poet among the Arabians, and ha- 
ving a Brother called Bejair, that had turned Ma- 
bometan, he made a very Satyrical Poem upon him 
for this Change, wherein he ſo terribly galled the 
Impoſtor, that he could not bear it, but reſolved to 
revenge the Affront with his Deſtruction, if ever 
he could get him into his Hands. For ſome time 
Caab eſcaped all the Snares which he laid for him; 
but after his Power had increaſed ſo far, that the 
reater Part of Arabia had ſubmitted to him, he 
found he could be no longer ſafe, but by making 
his Peace with him; and therefore to purchaſe it, 
came in unto him, and profeſſed himſelf a Maho- 
metan alſo. Hereon Mahomet bid him repeat that 
Poem which had ſo much offended him, which he 
did, putting the Name of Abu Beker in every Verſe, 
where formerly was the Name of Mahomet ; but 
this not doing, Mahomet would not pive him his 
Pardon, although at that time he did not take any 
Advantage of his voluntary coming in unto him, 
Whereon putting his Wits to work, he had re- 
courſe to this farther Device for the obtaining of 
his Security from him. For being informed that 
Mahbomet had lately gotten a new Miſtreſs, whom 
he exceedingly doated upon, and much regretted 
her Abſence from him, while then abroad upon 
the Wars; the crafty Few ſtruck in with this Paſſi- 
on for the mollifying of him, and compoſed an ex- 
cellent Poem in her Commendation, which having 
repeated before him, he ſo took the Heart of the 
old Lecher thereby, that he not only pardon'd him, | 

but alſo received him into the Number of his par- 
_ ticular Favonites, and made him one of his chief 
Confidents ever after. And as a Mark of his Favour, 
then beſtowed on him the Cloak which he wore; 
which being kept by him out of an affected Vene- 
ration to the Impoſtor, as an holy Relick, was af- 
5 e terwards 
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terwards bought by Moawias, when he came to the 


la. Empire, for Thirty thouſand Pieces of Gold, and 
was made the Robe which he and all his Succeſſors 


he of the Houſe Ommia conſtantly wore on all So- 
to lemn Occaſions. And it is faid of this Caab, that 
rer he afterwards became ſo intimate with the Impoſtor, 
me that he took him into his greateſt Secrets, even to 


m; that of the Impoſtor it ſelf, in compoſing the Al- 
the | coran, for which his great Skill in the Arabick Lan- 


he guage, and all other Learning then in uſe among 
ing them; exceedingly qualify'd him, | 
it, Towards the End of this Year happened the Bat- 


tho- tle of Ohud, which had like to have proved fatal 
to the Impoſfor. For Abu Sophian, to revenge 
the laſt Years Affront, marched againſt him with 
an Army of three thouſand Foot and Two hun- 
| dred Horſe; and having ſeized the Mountain of 
Obud, which was only four Miles diſtant from 
Medina, he ſo diſtreſſed that Place from thence, 
that Mahomet was forced to hazard a Battle to diſ- 
lodge him from that Poſt, although he could make 

no more than a Thouſand Men to lead out againſt 
him. However, in the firſt Conflict he had the 
better, but at laſt being over- born by the Number 
ofthe Enemy, he loſt many of his Men, and among 
them, Hamza, his Uncle, who bore the Standard, 
and was himſelf grievouſly wounded in ſeveral Pla- 
ces, and had been ſlain, but that Tha; one of his 
Companions, and Nephew to Abu Beker, came in to 
his Reſcue, in which Action he received a Wound 
in his Hand, which deprived him of the Uſe of 
ſome of his Fingers ever after. | 

Tofalve the Objections which wereraiſed againſt 


Zur him on this Defeat, he was much put to it. Some 
9 . . 

ore; argued againft him, How he that was a Prophet 
-nc- WM God, and fo much in his Favour as he pretended, 


s af- MW Could be overthrown in Battle by the Þrfidels? And 
5 K 2 | others 
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others murmured as much for the Loſs of their 


Friends and Relations, who were ſlain in the Battle, 
To ſatisfy the former, he laid the Cauſe of the 


| Overthrow on the Sins of ſome that followed him; 


and ſaid, that for this Reaſon God ſuffered them to 
be overthrown, that fo the Good might be diſtin- 
gu1ſh'd from the Bad, and thoſe who were True Be. 
lievers might on this Occaſion ' be diſcerned from 
| thoſe who were not. And to ſtill the Complaints 
and Clamours of the latter, he invented his Doc- 
trine of} Fate and Deſtiny , telling them that thoſe 
who were ſlain in the Battle, though they had tar- 
ried at home in their Houſes, muſt have died, not- 
withſtanding, when they did, the time of every 
Man's Life being predeſtinated and determined by 


God, beyond which no Caution is able in the leaſt : 
to prolong it; that the Deſtiny of all is ſtated to 


an Hour, which cannot be altered; and therefore 
thoſe who were ſlain in the Battle, died no ſooner 


than they muſt otherwiſe have done; but in thai 
they died fighting for the Faith, they gained the 
Advantage of the Crown of Martyrdom, and the 
Rewards which were due thereto in Paradi/e, 
where he told them they were alive with God in 
everlaſting Bliſs, which was of greater Advantage We 
than all the Treaſures of the World could in this 
Life have been unto them: That they were there 
rejoicing very much that they had laid down their M 
Lives ſo happily, as by thus fighting in the Cauſeof 


God and his Laws, and were expreſſing among 
themſelves exceeding Gladneſs, that thoſe who 


ran to hinder them from going to the Battle met 


them not. Both which Do@r7es he found ſo well 
to ſerve his turn, that he propagated them on all 
Occaſions after. And they have been the darling 
Notions of all his Seck ever ſince, eſpecially in 
their Wars, where certainly nothing can be more 

| e conducive 
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conducive to make them fight valiantly, than a ſet- 
tled Opinion, That whatever Dangers they expoſe 
themſelves to, they cannot die either ſooner or 
later than is otherwiſe unalterably predetermined 
that they muſt; and that in caſe this predetermi- 
ned time be come, in dying fighting for their Re- 
* ligion, they ſhall obtain that Happineſs, as to be- 
come Martyrs thereby, and immediately enter in- 
to Paradiſe for the Reward thereof. L e 
Heeg. 4. June 13. A. D. 625. ] In the Fourth 
Year of the Hegira he waged War with the 
Nadorites, a Tribe of the Fewiſb Arabs in his Neigh- 
bourhood, whom he preſfed ſo hard, that he for- 
ced them to leave their Caſtles; part of them 
tetiring to Charbar, a City belonging to thoſe 
of their Religion; and part flying into $1772. 
Thoſe latter that fled into Syria, Mundin Ebr 
Omar, with a Party of the Men of Medina, 
purſued after, and having overtaken them near 
the Borders of that Country, put them all to 
the Sword, excepting only one Man that eſca- 
ed. With ſuch Cruelty did thoſe Barbarians firſt 
et up to fight for that Tmpoſtnre they had deen de- 
Inded into. This ſame Year he fought the ſecond 
Battle of Beder, and had many other Skirmiſnes 
with thoſe who refuſed to ſubrnit to him, in which 
he had fometimes proſperous, and ſometimes du- 
bious Succeſs. 8 ER ES 
But while his Army was abroad on theſe Expe- 
ditions, ſome of his Principal Men engaging at Play 
and Drink, in the Heat of their Cups fell a quar- 
relling, which raiſed ſuch a Diſturbance among the 
reſt of his Men, that they had like to have fallen 
all together by the Ears, to the confounding of 
him and all his Deſigns; and therefore for the pre- 
venting the like Miſchief for the future, he 
forbad the Uſe of Wine, and all Games of Chance 


ever 
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50 The Life of MAHOMET:. 
ever after. And to make his Prohibition the more 
influential, he backs it with a Fable of two An- 
gels, call'd Arut and Marut, who he tells us were 


in times paſt ſent down from Heaven to admini- 
ſter Juſtice, and teach Men Righteouſneſs in the 


Province of Babylon; that while they were there, 


a certain Woman coming to them for Juſtice, in- 
vited them home to Dinner, and ſet Vine before 
them, which God had forbid them to drink; but 
being tempted with the Pleaſantneſs of the Liquor 


to Tranſgreſs the Divine Command, they became 


ſo drunk, that they tempted the Woman ta Lewd- 
neſs; who promiſed to conſent, on condition that 
the one of them ſhould firſt carry her to Heaven, 


and the other bring her back again. But the 


Woman being got to Heaven would not come back 
again, but declar'd to God the whole Matter. 
Whereupon, for Reward of her Chaſtity, the was 
made the Morning-Star. And the Angels having 
this Option given them, whether they would be 
. for their Wickedneſs, either now, or 

reafter, choſe the former; whereupon they were 
hung up by the Feet by an Iron Chain in a cer- 


tain Pit near Babylon, where they are to continue 


ſuffering, for the Puniſhment of their Tanſgreſſion, 
till the Day of Fudgment, And that for this Rea» 
ſon God forbad the Uſe of Vine to all his Servants 


ever after. But Busbequius, and out of him Ricaut, 


gives the Reaſon of his forbidding the Uſe of Vine 


from another Occaſion 3 which * thus relate; 


Mahomet making a Fourney to a Friend of his, at 
Noon enter'd into his Houſe, where there was a Mar- 
riage Feaſt , and ſitting down with the Gueſts, be ob- 
ſervd them to be very merry. and jovial, kifing and 


_ embracing one another, which was attributed to the 


Chearfulneſs of their Spirits, raiſed by the Wine, ſo that 
be bleſſed it as a Sacred Thing, in being thus an Inſtru- 
. ment 
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ment of much Love among Men. But returning to the 
ſame Houſe the next Day, he beheld another Face of 


Things, as Gore-blood on the Ground, an Hand cut off, 
an "Arm, Foot, and other Limbs diſmember'd, which he 
was told was the Effecł of the Brawls and Fighting, oc- 
caſion d by the Wine, which made them mad, and in- 
flamd them into a Fury, thus to deſtroy one another, 
Whereon he changed his Mind, and turned his former 
Bleſſing into a Curſe, and forbad it ever after to all his 
Diſciples. But he himſelf ſeems totally to refer the 


| Reaſon of the Prohibition to the Quarrel which 


Wine and Play at Games of Chance had cauſed among 
them: For in the 5th Chapter of the Alcoran, 


Where he gives his Law concerning this Matter, 


his Words are, The Devil deſires to ſom Diſſenſion 
and Hatred among you, through Wine and Games of 
Chance, to divert you from remembring God, and praying 
unto him, Abandon Wine and Games of Chance. Be 
obedient to God, and the Prophet his Apoſtle, and take 
beed to your ſelves, The Truth of the Matter is, 


the Arabians, were given to drink Vine to great 


Exceſs when they could come by itz and being 
of an hot Temper, as living moſt of them within 
the Torrid Zone, were liable to be inflam'd by it 
into the higheſt Diſorders ; and this Mahomet hav- 


F ing had ſufficient Experience of, particularly in 
the dangerous Inftance I have mention'd, did, in 


reſpect of his Arabians, 883 enough provide 

againſt the like Miſchief for the future, by thus 

— 55 away the Cauſe from whence it did 
ow. | 


 Heg. 5. Fune 2. A. D. 627.] The next Year was 


the War of the Ditch, where Mahomet was in great 
Danger of being totally ruin'd. For the Men of 


Mecca having enter'd into Confederacy with ſeve- 


ral of the Tribes of the Fewiſh Arabians, to whom 
he had declar'd himſelf a mortal Enemy, march'd 


againſt 


er the Coxaites, one of the Fewiſb Tribes confede- 
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againſt him under the Command of Foſeph, the 
Brother of Abu Sophian, with an Army of ten thou- 


ſand Men. Mahomet march'd forth to meet them, 
but being terrified with their Number, by the Ad- 


vice of Abdollah Ebn Salem, the Perſian Few above 
mention'd (whom Elmacinus calls Salman) fortified 
himſelf with a deep Ditch, within which Intrench- 
ment the Enemy beſieg'd him many Days, which 
time the crafty Impoſtor employ'd to corrupt over 
to his Intereſt their leading Men, In which At- 
tempt having ſucceeded with ſome of them, he did, 
by their Means, ſow ſuch Diſſenſions among the 
reſt, as ſoon extricated him from all this Danger 
he was fallen into, which „ on this Occa- 

ſion. There was then in the Enemies Camp, 
Amrus Ebn Abdud, an eminent Koraſhite, and Un- 


cle to Ali, who having the Reputation of being 


the beſt Horſeman in Arabia, to ſhew his Manhood 
while the two Armies lay thus idle againſt each 
other, rode up to/Mahomet's Trenches, and chal- 
leng'd any of his Army to fight with him in a ſin- 
gle Combat. Ali, although his Nephew, accepts 
the Challenge; and having flain Amrus, and alſo 
another that came to his Aſſiſtance, thoſe whom 
Mahomiet's Inſtruments had wrought into a Diſſenſi- 
on from the reſt, took this Opportunity, to de- 

ſert the Camp, and march home. Whoſe Exam- 
ple the reſt in this Conſternation following, the 
whole Army broke up, and ſeparated. And ſo this 
War, from which ſo much was expected, ended 
in nothing but the loſs of fix Men on Mahomet's 
ſide, and three on the other. '  _ | 
But tho' the Enemy could make no uſe of the 
Advantage they had, yet Mahomet knew how to 


S make the beſt of that which they gave him by this 


Retreat. And therefore immediately marching 


rated 


# 


The Conditions of which were, That all within 
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rated againſt him, beſieged them in their Fortreſ- 
ſes, and forced them to ſurrender at Mercy to 


Saad Ebn Saad, one of his chief Commanders. But 


he being ſore of a Wound he had received at the 
War of the Ditch, in revenge thereof cauſed all 
the Men, and among them Habib Ebn Atab, their 
chief Commander, to. be put to the Sword, and 
the Women and Children to be ſold for Slaves, and 
all their Goods to be given for a Prey unto his 
Soldiers; and as ſoon as this was executed, died 
himſelf of the Wound, Which he had thus cruelly 
T 

Heeg. 6. May 23. A. D. 627. ] In the ſixth Year 
he ſubdued the Lahianites, the Muftalachites and 


ſeveral other Tribes of the Arabs, The Muftala- 
cbhites were of the Poſterity of the Cozaztes, whom 
= Cz expell'd out of Mecca. Mahomet having over- 


thrown them in Battle, flew moſt of the Men, 
according to his bloody Manner, and took their 
Wives and Children Captives, among whom find- 
ing Fuweira, the Daughter of Hareth, a Woman of 


excellent Beauty, he fell in Love with her, and 


took her to him to Wife, and for her ſake releaſed 
all of her Kindred that were found among the 
Captives. 


And now the apaſtor, after ſo many Advan- 
tages obtain d in his Wars, being much encreaſed 
in Strength, marched his Army againſt Mecca, 


and at Hadibia, a Place near that City, on the 
Road from thence to Fodda, a Battle was fought 


between them, the Conſequence of which was, 
that neither Side gaining any Advantage over the 


other, they there agreed on a Truce for ten Tears: 


Mecca, who were for Mahomet, might have Liber 
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to Join themſelves to him 3 and ON the other Side, x 6 5 


Thoſe with Mabomet, wo had a mind to leave 


him 
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him, and return to their Houſes in Mecca, might 
alſo have the ſame Liberty. But for the future, 
if any of the Citizens of Mecca ſhould go over to 
Mahomet without the Conſent of the Governor of the 
City, he ſhould be bound on Demand to render 
them unto him. And that if Mahomet, or any of 
his Party had a mind to come into the City, they 


might have Liberty ſo to do at any time during the 


Truce, provided they came unarm'd in a peaceable 
way, and tarried not above three Days at a time, 

By this Truce Mahomet being very much con- 
firm'd in his Power, took on him thenceforth the 
Authority of a King, and was inaugurated by the 
chief Men of his Army, under a Tree near Medina, 


which immediately (it ſeems, curſed by the Au- 
thority given ſo wicked an Impoſtor under it) 


wither'd away and periſh'd, which the Mahometans 
themſelves relate, but make another Interpreta- 
tion of it.. | 2 

On Mahomet's having thus made Truce with the 
Men of Mecca, and thereby obtain'd free Acceſs 
for any of his Party to come into that City, he 
thenceforth ordain'd them to make their Pilgrin- 
ages thither, which have ever ſince with ſo much 
Religion been obſerv'd by all of his Sec once every 


' Year. This was an ancient Rite of the Heathen 


Arabs, it having been a conſtant Uſage among 
them for many Ages foregoing to come once a 
Year to the Temple of Mecca, there to worſhip 
their Heathen Deities. The Time of their Pilgrin- 


age was in the Month of Dulhaga; and on the 
tenth Day of that Month was their great Feftival, 
in which the chiefeſt Solemnities of their Pilgrimage 


were perform'd, and therefore it was call'd Ad al 
Cabir, i. e. The great Feaſt; and alſo, becauſe theſe 


Solemnities did chiefly conſiſt in offering up Sacri- 
| fices and Oblations, d al Corban, _—_ 
; | | 1 5 | : ; . ea 


The Life of MAHOMET. 575 
Pea? of Oblation; and the whole Solemnity, Al 
Haga, 1. e. The Solemn Feſtival, in the ſame Senſe 
as the Hebrew Word Chag, from which it is de- 
rivd, ſignifieth any of the three Solemn Foſtivals, 
on which the Fews were thrice every Year to ap- 
pear before the Lord at the Temple of Feruſalem. 
And from hence the Month in which this Fæſtival 
falls, is call'd among them Dulbaga, which is as 
| much as to ſay, The Month of Solemn Feſtival. 
And that all might have free Liberty ſafely to 
come to this Feſtival from all Parts of Arabia, and 
again ſafely return, was the Reaſon that not only 
this Month, but alſo the preceding and following 
were held Sacred among them, in which 1t was nat 
| lawful to uſe any Act of Hoſtility againſt any Man, 
as I have afore ſhewn. And therefore this Solemn 
Pilgrimage to Mecca having been a Religious Uſage, 
which all the Tribes of the Arabs had long been de- 
voted to, and was had in great Veneration among 
them, Mahomet thought not fit to ruffle them with 
any Innovation in this Matter, but adopting it 1n- 
to his Religion, retain'd it Juſt in the ſame manner 
as he found it practiſed among them, with all the 
ridiculous Rites appendant thereto; and fo it is 
obſerved even unto this Day by all of that Religion, 
as one of the Fundamental Duties of it. For the 
| Crafty Impoſtor taught them concerning it (as he did 
of all the other Heathen Rites of the Arabs which 
he found neceſſary to retain) that it was a Com- 
mand from God to Abraham and Iſhmael, annually 
to obſegve this Pilgrimage to Mecca ; and that it was 
given unto them on their rebuilding the Caaba; 
and that at firſt it was only uſed to the Honour of 
God, in the coming of all the Arabs thither once 
every Year, there to worſhip together before him 
in one Holy Aſſembly, in the ſame manner as the 
Jews were after commanded thrice every Year ta 
. L 2 ; worſhip 
| 
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_ worſhip before him in their three Solemn Feſtivals 
at Feruſalem: But that in-proceſs of Time it became 
perverted to Tdolatry, from which he was now 
commanded again to reſtore it to its primitive Uſe, 
And in the making of this Eſtabliſhment he had 
no fmall Refpe& to his Mative City, that he might 
_ preferve to it the ſame Benefit of this Pilgrimage, 
which it had before ſo long enjoy d. And in thus 
providing for the Interef of that People in the 
very Religion which he was framing, he thought he 
might the eaſier prevail to draw them over unto it, 
And in this he was not miſtaken; for had he to- 
tally aboliſh'd this Hlgrimage, it being the greateſt 
Honour and Benefit which that Place enjoy d, and 
by which, indeed, it did moſtly ſubſift , their In- 
tereſt would have engag'd them to that vigorous 


Oppoſition againſt him, that in all Likelihood he 


would never have become Maſter of that City, and 
= want thereof have miſcarry'd in the whole De: 
ſign. 

Heg. 7. May 11. A. D. 628.] And now being 
thus eſtabliſh'd in the Sovereignty which he had 
been ſo long driving at, he took to him all the 

iſgnia belonging thereto ; but ſo that ſtill he re- 
tain'd the Sacred Character of Chief 'Pontiff of his 
Religion, as well as the Royal, which he had now 
inveſted himſelf with, and tranſmitted them both 


together to all his Succeſſors, who by the Title of 


Caliphs reign'd after him; ſo that they were in the 
ſame manner as the Fewiſh Princes of the Race of 


the Maccabees, Kings and Chief Prieſts of their Peo- 


ple at the ſame time. Their Pontifical Authority 
chiefly confiſted in giving the Interpretation of the 
Mahometan Law, in ordering all Matters of Religion, 
and alſo in officiating in the Duties of it themſelves, 
as well in Praying as Preaching in their publick 
Moſques, as on all more Solemn Occaſions they we 
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ulſed to do. And at length this was all the Autho- 


rity the Caliphs were left poſleſs'd of, they being 


totally ſtript of all the mk firſt by the Governors 


of the Provinces (who about the Year of the Hegira 


325. aſſum'd the Regal Authority to themſelves, and 
made themfelves Kings each in their particular Go- 


vernment) and after by others, who roſe up on this 
Diſtraction of the Empire to uſurp upon them, till 
at lat they left them nothing elſe but the Name 
and Shadow of what they had afore been : For al- 
though thoſe Princes ſtill paid ſome Deference to 


the Calzph, as to a Sacred Perſon (in the ſame man- 


ner as is now paid to the Fope of Rome by the Prin- 
ces of his Communion) and ſuffer'd him to be pray d 
for through all the Moſques of their Dominions, and 
his Name to be inſerted in the Publick Offices, even 
before their own, as if they had ſtill been no more 
than his Lientenants in the Government, as in former 
times; yet as to all things relating to the Govern 
ment of their particular States, they diſown'd all 
manner of Obedience unto him, and often depoſed 
him, and put another in his ſtead, as they thought 
would beſt ſuit with their Intereſt ; which was 


_ uſually done, according as this Prince or that Prince 


made themſelves Maſters of Bagdat, the City 
where the Caliph reſided, till at length the Tartars 
came in, and in that Deluge of Deſtruction, with 
which they did over-run all the Eaff, put a total 
End to their very Name and Being, as well as 
their Authority. Ever ſince that time, moſt Ma- 
hometan Princes have a particular Officer appointed 
in their reſpective Dominions, who ſuſtains this Sa- 


cred Authority, formerly inveſted in the Caliphs, 


who in Turkey is called the Mufti, and in Perſia the 
Sadre ; but they being under the Power of the Prin- 


des that appoint them, are moſt an end made uſe of 
for no other Purpoſe, but as Tools of State to ſerve 


their | 
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their Intereſt, and make the Law ſpeak what at 


any time they ſhall judge moſt agreeable to it, how 
wicked and unjuſt ſoever it be. =; 
+ As ſoon as Mahomet had finiſhed his Moſque at 
Medina, he always, if in the Place, officiated in it 
himſelf, both in Praying, and alſo in Preaching to 
the People; for which he had no other Conveni- 
ence at firſt, than a Piece of a Beam, or the Stump 


of a Palm-Tree driven into the Ground, on the 


Top of which he leaned when he did officiate. But 
being now inveſted with the Supreme Authority, 
he thought this too mean an Accommodation for 
his Dignity ; and therefore, by the Advice of one 


of his Wives, cauſed a Pulpit to be built for him, 
which had two Steps up into it, and a Seat with- 


in to ſit on; and this the Impoſtor ever after made 


uſe of, leaving his Beam. And thoſe, who, 'wri- 
ting of Mahomet's Miracles, tell us, among others, 
That a Beam groaned at him, mean this Beam, 


which they ſay groaned at Mahomet's leaving of it, 


thereby expreſling its Grief for being thus deſerted. 
Othman Ebn Afan, when he came to be Caliph, 


hung his Pulpit with Tapeſtry, and Moawias advan- 


ced it higher, adding fix Steps more to it: For be- 


ing ſo exceeding fat that he could not ſtand 


while he officiated, as all his Predeceſſors had done, 


he was forced to ſit when he preached to the Peo- 


ple; and therefore, that he might be the better 
heard, he raiſed the Pulpit to this Height, and ſo 


it now remains in that Moſque at Medina even to 


this Day. 


| + This Year he led forth his Army ' againſt Chai- 
Dar, a City inhabited by Arabs of the Fewiſh Reli- 
_ "= gion, who being overthrown by him in Battle, he. 
= beſieged their City, and took it by Storm. And 


here thoſe who are the Magnifiers of Ali, tell this 


3 Miracle of him, That in the Aſſault, — 
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he plucked up one of theGates of the City (which was 
of that Weight, ſaith Abul Feda, that eight other 


Men could not move it) and held it before him for 


a Shield to defend himſelf againſt the Beſieged, till 
the City was taken, On Mahomet's entering the 
Town, he took up his Quarters-1n the Houſe of 
Horeth, one of the principal Inhabitants of the 
Place, whoſe Daughter Zainah, making ready a 
Shoulder of Mutton for his Supper, poiſoned it, And 
here thoſe who are for aſcribing Miracles to Ma- 


Hbomet, tell us that the Shoulder of Mutton ſpoke to 


him, and diſcovered that it was poiſoned : But it 


ſeems, if it did ſo, it was too late to do him any 


good; for Baſher, one of his Companions, falling 
on too greedy to eat of it, fell down dead on the 
Place. And although Mahomet had not immedi- 


_ ately the ſame Fate, becauſe not liking the Taſte, 
he ſpit out again what he had taken into his 


Mouth, yet he let down enough to do his Buſineſs ; 
for he was never well after this Supper, and at 
three Years end died of it. The Maid being asked 
why ſhe did this, anſwered; that ſhe had a mind 
to make trial whether he were a Prophet or no: 
For were he a Prophet, ſaid ſhe, he would certainly 
know that the Meat was poiſoned ; and therefore 


| would receive no Harm from it; but if he were not 


a Prophet, ſhe thought ſhe ſhould do the World 


| good Service, in ridding it of ſo wicked a Tyrant. 


After this he reduced under his Subjection 
Beder, Watiha, and Selalima, which were alſo Towns 
belonging to the Fewiſh Arabs, who ſurrender'd to 


him on Articles; and theſe were, That they ſhould 


continue in their former Habitations, paying for 
Tribute one half of the Income of their Date Trees 


every Tear; but to be at his Diſcretion to expel 
he ſhould think fit. Under the Pro- 


them when 
tection of which Agreement they ſtill retain'd their 


former 
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former Poſſeſſions, and dwelt in them without any 


Diſturbance, till the Reign of Omar, who pretend- 
ing that Mahomet had given charge in his laſt Sick- 


neſs not to permit two Religions in Arabia, drove 


them all out. 


Heg. 8. April 30. A. D. 629.] The Inpoſtor, by 


thoſe many Acquiſitions, having now increaſed his 


Strength to an Army of Ten thouſand Men, reſol- 
ved to make himſelf Maſter of Mecca ; and there- 


fore pretending they had broken the Truce, 
8 upon them before they were 
aware of his Deſign; and therefore being totally 
unprovided in that Surprize to put themſelves into 
a Poſture of Defence againſt him, they found them- 
ſelves neceſſitated to yield to him. Whereon Aby 
Sophian, taking with him Al Abbas, one of the Un- 
cles of the Impoſtor (who, although of his Religion, 
had, it ſeems, tarried ſtill at Mecca) went out un- 


to him, and by turning Mahometan, ſaved his Life; 


and the City, without any Oppoſition, was ſurren- 
dered to him at Diſcretion. On his — into it, 
having put to Death ſuch as had been moſt violent 
againſt dy all the reſt, without any further Op- 
poſition, ſubmitted unto him, and embraced his 
Religion. And therefore having thus made him- 
{elf abſolute Maſter of the Place, he immediately 
ſet himſelf to purge the Caaba of its 1Jols, and con- 
ſecrate that Temple a- new to his Religion, as having 
reſolved ſtill to continue it in its priſtine Honour, 


by making it the chief Place of Worſhip for all of 


His Sect. There were a Multitnde of Hol: within 
the Temple, and as many without, ftanding round 


its Area, all which Mahomet cauſed to be pulled 


down and deſtroyed, and the Place to be totally 
cleared of them. The chief among thoſe [dols 
were thoſe of Abraham and Ihmael within the Ien- 
ple, and that of Hoball without. The reft war E 
My 9 ngels 


- 
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Angels and Prophets, and others of their principal 
Saints departed, whom they worſhipped only as 
Mediators, in the fame manner as the Romanifts 
now do their Saints and the Tmages which they 
erect unto them : For the Arabians always held, 
that there was but one only God, the Creator - and 
Governor of all Things, whom they call'd Allah Taal, . 
i. e. the Supreme God, and God of Gods, and Lord of 
Lords, whom they durſt never repreſent by any 
Image : But being (as they held) fo great and high 
as not to be approach'd to by Men while here on 
Earth, but through the Mediation of Advocates or 

Interceſſors, interpoſing for them unto him in Ha- 
ven; that Angels and Holy Men beatified might 


| perform this Office for them, was the Reaſon that 


they ſet up their Images, and built them Temples, 
and directed their Worſhip and Devotions unto - 


them. And in this did conſiſt the whole of the 


Arabian Idolatry, which Mahomet, now by deſtroy= 
ing theſe Idols, put a total End unto. | 
As ſoon as it was heard among the neighbour- 


ing Arabs, that Mahomet had made himſelt Maſter 


of Mecca, the Howazins, the Thakifians, and ſe- 
veral other Tribes, immediately gathered toge- 


ther under the Command of Melec Ebn Auf, to fall 


upon him before he ſhould increaſe his Power any 
further. Hereupon Mahomet, appointing Gayat 
Ebn Aſad to be Governor of Mecca, marched out 
againſt them with Twelve thouſand Men. In the 
Valley of Honaina, which lieth between Mecca and 
Tayif, both Armies met, and in the firſt Encounter 
Mahomet was beaten, tho' much ſuperior to 


the Enemy in Number, and: driven back to the 


Walls of Mecca, which he aſcribes to the over- 
confidence of his Men in their Numbers; which 
cauſing them to neglec their Enemy, did thereby 
give them this Advantage over them. But the In- 

| | M poſtor 
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poſtor having gathered up his ſcatter'd Forces, 
and rallied them again into a ody, acted more 
cautiouſly in the ſecond Conflict; and then as 
he ſaith, by the Help of inviſible Troops of Angels 
(which are reckon'd by ſome Commentators on the 
Alcoran, to be Eight Thouſand, and by others to 
be Sixteen Thouſand) gave his Enemies ſuch a total 
Defeat, that he took from them their Baggage, 
with their Wives and Children, and all their Sub- 
ſtance, which conſiſted moſtly of great Flocks of 
Sheep, and Herds of Cattle. For theſe being of 
the Nomad Arabs, it was their Cuſtom to carry 
Wives and Children, and all that they had with 
them where- ever they mov'd. After this Battle, 
theſe People ſent Ambaſſadors unto him to pray the 
Reſtoration of their Wives and Children; to 
whom Mahomet gave this Option, to chuſe which 
they would have again reſtored unto them, either 


their Wives and Children, or their Goods; where | 


on they having choſen their Wives and Children, 
Mahomet divided all their Goods, which he had 
taken from them, among his Soldiers. Only Me- 


lec Ebn Auf, their General, now he ſaw his Power 


was ſuch as no more to be reſiſted, came in and 
embraced: his Religion, and thereon had all his 
Goods again reſtored unto him. | 

The remaining Part of the Year was ſpent in 
demoliſhing the Heathen Temples, and deſtroying 
their Idols in all Places through Arabia, where his 
Power reached; to which purpoſe, ſeveral of his 
Commanders being ſent out with Parties, Saad de- 


ſtroyed the Idol of Menah ; Chalid, that of Al Uzza, | 


and the Temple of Boſſa built thereto, and others 
the reſt of them : So that this Year proved very 


7 fatal to the dols of the Arabs, they being moſt of 


them now deſtroyed, and the former Worſltippers 
of them forced to ſubmit to Mahomet, and embrace 
his Impeſtare, e 


Hag. 
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Irces, Heg. 9. April 20. A. D. 630.] And now having 
a brought moſt Part of Arabia under his Power, 
0-0 the enſuing Year he turned his Arms towards 
ingel Hria, and poſſeſſed himſelf of Tabuc, a Town be- 
n the longing to the Greek Empire, and from thence fal- 
vo ling on the Princes of Dauman and Eyla, forced them 
Form to became Tributaries unto him, and then returned 
<> Bl to Medina in the Month Rajeb. While he was ab- 
Sub. ſent on this Expedition, the Tayifians, whom he had 
Ks of begun to beſiege the former Year, being much 
8 of preſſed by ſome of his Lieutenants, whom he had 


—_ committed the Proſecution of that War unto, were 
with forced to ſubmit and embrace his Impoſture, which 
ttle they had afore been ſo averſe unto; of which he 
the having received an Account on his Return, he ſent 
. thither Abu Sophian to diſarm them of all their 
hich Weapons and Inſtruments of War, and appointed 
ther Wil Othman Ebn Abulas to be their Governor. And 
sd this was the laſt Year in which he went to the 
War. | by. 

Tad eg. to. April 9. A. D. 631.] And now the Pow- 
8 er of the Impoſtor being much increaſed, the Fame 
TY of it ſo terrified the reſt of the Arabs, which had 
and not yet felt his Arms, that they all came in and 
an ſubmitted to him, and embraced his Impoſure : 80 

n that this Year his Empire and his Religion became 
1 eſtabliſhed together through all Arabia, and he ſent 
bis Lieutenants into all Parts of it to govern in his 
his Name, who deſtroying the Ido! Temples, and all 
his other the Remains of the Arabian Idolatry, where- 
de- ever they came, ſet up his new invented Religion 
"WH in its ſtead, and forced all Men, by the Power of 
oy the Sword, to conform thereto. : 3 

97 The greateſt Part of this Year being ſpent in or- 
9 dering and ſettling theſe Matters, towards the 
Ab End of it Mahomet took a Journey in Pilgrimage to | 
5 Mecca, and entered there on the Tenth Day of 


M 2 | Dulbaga, 


84 The Life of MAHOMET. 
Dulhagha, which is the great Day of that Solemnity, 
where a great Concourſe of People reſorted to him 
from all Parts of Arabia, whom he inſtructed in 
his Law, and then returned again to Medina, 
This Pilgrimage of his is by his Followers called the 
Pilgrimage of Valediction, becauſe it was the laſ 
which he made. 

But although he was arrived to this Height, 
yet he wanted not Oppoſers, who gave him great 
Diſturbance in this new-acquired Empire; for 
ſeveral others ſeeing how he had advanced himſelf 
to be a great King, by pretending to be a Prophet, 
thought to do ſo too: Among whom the chief 
was Moſailema, who ſet himſelf up with this Pre. 
tence in the Country of Tamama, and gathering a 
great Company after him, preached to them that 
he was Aſſociate with Mahomet in the Prophetick 
Office, and ſent with the ſame Commiſhon to re. 


duce them from 1dolatry to the true Worſhip «f 
God, and in order thereto he alſo publiſhed his Al. 
Reaſon the Maho. 


coran among them: For which 
metans call him the Lying Moſailema, and ſpeak dl 
him always with Deteſtation. However, he in: 
creaſed to a very conſiderable Power, leading: 
great Army after him. And at the ſame time 


Aſwad ſtarted up in Hamyar, or the Country: of 


the Homerites, with the ſame Pretence, and ſeized 
on Sanaa, Naſra, and Tayif. And after him I. 


liha, and others thought to have played the ſame $ N 


Game, but could not hit on the ſame Succeſs, be- 
ing all in their Turns ſubdued and brought to no- 
thing. But this Work Mahomet not being able to 
undertake himſelf, was forced to leave it to his 

Succeſſor. | | 
Heg. 11. March 28. A. D. 632.] For after his re- 
turn to Medina from his late Pilgrimage, he be- 
gan daily to decline, through the Force - o 
| . 5 | oiſon 
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Poiſon which he had taken three Years before at 


Chaibar, which {till working in him, at length 
brought him ſo low, as forced him on the 28th 
Day of Saphar (the ſecond Month of their Year) to 
take his Bed, and on the twelfth Day of the fol- 
lowing Month he died, after having been ſick thir- 


teen Days. The Beginning of his Sickneſs was a 


ſlow Fever, which at length made him delirous; 


whereon he called for a Pen, Ink and Paper, 


telling them that he would dictate a Book to them, 
which ſhould keep them from erring after his 
Death. But Omar would not admit this, ſaying 
the Alcoran ſufficeth, and that the Prophet, wy 
the Greatneſs of his Malady, knew ,not what he 
ſaid; But others who were preſent, were of ano- 
ther Mind, and expreſſed a great Deſire that the 
Book might be wrote which their Prophet ſpoke to 


them of; whereon a Contention aroſe between 


them, ſome being of Omar's Mind, and ſome of the 
contrary ; at which Mahomet taking Offence, bid 
them all be gone, telling them that it did not 
become them thus to contend in his Preſence: So + 
the Book was not wrote; the loſs of which was 
afterwards lamented by ſome of his Followers, as 
a great Calamity to their Cauſe. | 

During his Sickneſs, he much complained of 


the Bit which he had taken at Chaibar, telling thoſe 
that came to viſit him, that he had felt the Tor- 


ments of it in his Body ever ſince; that at times 
it brought on him very dolorous Pains, and that 
then it was going to break his very Heart- Strings. 


And when, — others, there came to ſee him 


the Mother of Baſbar, who died on the ſpot of that 
Poiſon, He cried out, O Mother of Baſhar, the 
Veins of my Heart are now breaking of the Bit which 
T eat with your Son at Chaibar. So it ſeems, not- 
withitanding the Intimacy he pretended with the 

5 Angel 
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Angel Gabriel, and the continual Revelations which 
he brag'd that he received from him, he could not 


be preſerved from thus periſhing by the Snares of 


2 filly Girl, 

On his Death there was great Confuſion among 
his Followers. Many of them would not be- 
lieve that he could die: For (ſaid they) hom can he 
die, fince he is to be a Witneſs to God for us? It cannot 
be ſo, he is not dead, but is only taken away for a Sea- 
fon, and will return again, as did Jeſus. And there- 
fore they went to the Door of the Houſe where the 
dead Corps lay, crying out, Do not bury him, for 
the Apoſtle of God is not dead. And Omar being of 
the ſame Mind, drew his Sword, and ſwore, That 
jf any one ſhould ſay that Mahomet was dead, he 
would immediately cut them to Pieces. For (ſaid 
he) the Apoſtle of God is not dead, but only gone for a 


Seaſon; as Moles the Son of Amram was gone from the 


People of Iſrael for forty Days, and then returned to them 
again. For the compoſing of this Diſorder, Abu 
Beker came in, crying out unto them, Do you wor- 
ſhip Mahomet, or the God of Mahomet? If you wor- 
Hip the God of Mahomet, be is Immortal, and liveth 
for ever; but as to Mahomet, he certainly is dead. 
And then from ſeveral Paſſages in the Alcoran, he 
proved that he muſt die as well as other Men. 
Which having ſatisfied Omar and his Party, they 


then all took it for granted that Mahomet was 


dead, and no more to return to Life again till the 
general Reſurrection of all Mankind. What goes 
ſo current among us, as if the Mahometans expect- 


ed Mahomet again to return to them here on Earth, 


is totally an Error. There is no ſuch Doctrine 
among them, nor are there any of them that ever 
fancied ſuch a Thing ſince the Time that Omar 
was convinced of his Miſtake herein. 


But 
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But this Diſorder was no ſooner appeas'd, but 
another aroſe to a much greater Heat about his 


_- Burial, The Mohagerins, that is, thoſe who ac» 
companied him in his Flight from Mecca, would 


have him carried thither to be buried in the Place 
where he was born. The Anſars, that is, thoſe 
of Medina who joined with him, would have him 
buried there where he died. And there were 
others who had a fancy to have him carried to Fe- 
ruſalem, and there buried among the Sepulchres of 
the Prophet: For that, ſaid they, was the City of 
the Prophets, And while each Party ſtrove to have 
their own way complied with, the Conteſt grew 
ſo high, that they had like to have all gone toge- 
ther by the Ears, but that the Wiſdom of Abu 
Beker compoſed this Matter alſo; for he coming 
in, told them, That he had often heard from the 
Prophet himſelf, that Prophets were to be buried in 
the Place where they died: And then without 


more ado, commanded the Bed whereon he lay 


to be plucked out, and a Grave to be immediately 
dug under it, to which all conſented, and there 


they buried him forthwith in the Place where he 


died, which was in the Chamber of Ayeſha, his bet 
beloved Wife, at Medina; and there he lyeth to 


| this Day, without Ion Coffin or Loadſtones to hang 


him in the Air, as the Stories which commonly ga 
about of him among Chriſtians fabulouſly relate. 
There was, indeed, one Dinocrates, a Famous 
Architect, that had a Device, by building the Dome 
of the Temple of Arſinoe at Alexandria of Load- 


Hone, to make her Image, all of Iron, hang in the 


Middle of it, as if it were in the Air; but there 
was no ſuch Attempt ever made as to Mahomet's 
Carcaſe. For that being buried in the Manner as 
L have related, hath lain in the ſame Place, with- 


| out being moved or diſturbed ever ſince, only they 


have 
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have built over it a ſmall Chapel, which joineth 
to one of the Corners of the chief Moſque of the 
City, which was the firft that was ever erected to 
that Impious Superſtition, Mahomet himſelf being 
the firſt Founder of it, as hath been afore related, 
Here ſuch Pilgrims as think fit, on their Return 


from Mecca, call in to pay their Devotions : But 


there is no Obligation from their Law for it. Ahe 
Pilgrimage which that enjoins being to be perfor- 
med to the Caaba at Mecca, and not to the Tomb of 
the Impoſtor at Medina, as ſome have erroneouſly 


related. 
And thus ended the Life of this wicked Impoor, 


being full Sixty three Years old on the Day in 


which he died, that is, according to the Arabian 
Account, which make only Sixty one of our Years, 


For twenty three Years he had taken upon him to 
be a Prophet, of which he lived Thirteen at Mecca, 


and Ten at Medina: During which Time, from 
very mean Beginnings, he aroſe by the Impulſe of 
his Ambition, and the Sagaciouſneſs of his Wit, to 
that Hight, as to make one of the greateſt Revo- 
Iutions that ever happened in the World; which 
immediately gave Birth to an Empire, which in 


Eighty Years time extended its Dominions over 


more Kingdoms and Countries, than ever the Ro- 
man could in Eight Hundred. And altho' it conti- 


nued in its Strength not much above three hun- 


dred Years, yet out of its Aſhes have ſprung up 
many other Kingdoms and Empires, of which there 


are Three at this Day, the largeſt and moſt Potent 


upon the Face of the Earth; I mean the Empire 
of Turkey, the Empire of Perfia, and the Empire 
of the Mogul in India ; which God hath permitted 
of his All-wiſe Providence ſtill to continue for a 
Scourge unto us Chriſtians, who, having received 
ſo holy and ſo excellent a Religion through his Mer- 


cy 
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ey to us in Feſus Chriſt our Lord, will not yet con- 
form our ſelves to live worthy of it. 1 

He. was; as to his Perſon, of a proper Sta- 
ture, and comely Aſpect, and affected much to be 


thought to reſemble Abraham. He had a very 


piercing and ſagacious Wit, And for the accom- 
pliſhing of the Deſign which he undertook, was 
thoroughly verſed in all the Arts whereby to inſi- 


| nuate into the Favour of Men, and wheedle them 


over to ſerve his Purpoſe, to which he chiefly ow- 
ed the Succeſs of his Undertaking. 1 

For the firſt Part of his Life he lead a very 
wicked and licentious Courſe, much delighting in 


Rapine, Plunder, and Blood - ſned, according to the 


| Uſage of the Arabs, who moſtly follow'd this kind 


of Life, being almoſt continually in Arms one 
Tribe againſt another, to plunder and take from 
each other all they could. However, the Mahomes 
tans would have us believe that he was a Saint from 
the Fourth Year of his Age. For then, fay 
they, the Angel Gabriel took him from among his 
Fellows, while at play with them, and carrying 
him aſide, cut open his Breaſt, and took out his 


| Heart, and wrung out of it that black Drop of 


Blood, in which, ſay they, was contained the Fo- 
mes peccati, ſo that he had none of it ever after. 
And yet in the Forty eighth Chapter of his Alco- 
ran he brings in God giving him a large Charter 


| of Pardon for all his Sins paſt and to come. 


His two predominant Paſſions were Ambition and 
Luft. The Courſe which he took to gain Empire 


abundantly ſhews the former ; and the Multitude 


of Women which he had to do with, proves the 


latter. And indeed theſe two run through the 


whole Frame of his Religion, there hing ſcarce a 
Chapter in his Alcoran, which doth not lay down 
ſome Law of War and Blood-ſhed for the promoting 

| f = „ 
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of the one; or elſe give ſome Liberty for the Uſe 

of Women here, or ſome Promiſe for the Enjoy- com 
ment of them hereafter, to the gratifying of the other, mod: 
While Cadigbha lived (which was till the fiftieth Mah 
Year of his Age) I do not find that he took any her 
other Wife. For ſhe being the Riſe and Foundati. Aral 
on of his Fortunes, it ſeems he durſt not diſpleaſe guag 
her, by bringing in another Wife upon her. But and 

ſhe was no ſooner dead, but he multiplied them dies 
to a great Number, beſides ſeveral Concubines bitte 
which he had. They that ſay the feweſt, allow cove! 
him to have married Fifteen; but others rec- fore 1 
kon them to have been One and Twenty; af canc. 
which five died before him, Six he repudiated, and beine 
Ten were alive at his Death. But the Tenth, with Inpo/ 
whom he contracted but a little before his Sickneſs, wher 
was never brought home to his Houſe. The Names ¶ attai 
of the other Nine were Ayeſha, the Daughter of him 
Abn Better; Haphſa, the Daughter of Omar; Zew- ſhe p 
da, the Daughter of Zama ; Zainab, the Daughter him, 
of Haſheth ; Fuweira, the Daughter of Hareth ; &. all h. 
phiah, the Daughter of Hai; Em Selema, Em Hali- the 1 
ba, and Maimuna, N N tion 
Ajeſha, the Daughter of Abu Beker, was his beſt I phete 
beloved Wife. He married her very young, as Poin 
hath been before related; and although ſhe was a recoi 
very wanton Woman, and given to hold Amo- of th 
rous Intrigues with other Men, and on that ac- ed of 
count Mahomet was moved to put her away, yet an a 
his Love to her was ſuch, that he could not part For a 
with her. But to ſalve her Reputation, and his are 1 
own in keeping of her, the Twenty fourth Chapter ſome 
of the Alcoran was compos'd, and brought forth as ten v 
ſent from God to declare her innocent; wherein he ny tc 
tells his Muſlemans, That this Charge againſt her and 1 
was an Impoiture, and an impudent Lie, and for- "_— 
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bids them any more to ſpeak of it, W >= 
"he ea es” evere 
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ſevere Curſe, both in this Life and that which is to 
come, againſt all thoſe who ſhould accuſe of Im- 
modeſty, Women Chaſte, Innocent and Faithful, 
Mahomet marrying her young, took care to have 
her bred up in all the Learning then going in 
Arabia, ' eſpecially in the Elegancy of their Lan- 
guage, and the Knowledge of their Antiquities, 
and ſhe became one of the moſt accompliſh'd La- 
dies of her Time in that Country. She was a 
bitter Enemy to Ali, he being the Perſon that diſ- 
cover'd her Incontinency to Mahomet, and there- 
fore imploy'd all the Intereſt ſhe had on every Va- 
cancy that after happen'd, to hinder him from 
being choſen Caliph, altho', as Son- in- law to the 
| Impoſtor, he had the faireſt Pretence thereto ; and 
when at laſt, after having been thrice put by, he 


attain'd that Dignity, ſhe appear'd in Arms againſt 1 
him; and altho' ſne prevail'd not that way, yet I 
ſhe prov'd his ruin, by cauſing that Defection from | 3 
him, which at length was the undoing of him and * 
all his Houſe. She liv'd forty eight Years after Y 
the Death of Mahomet, and was 1n great Reputa- . = 
tion with her Sect, being call'd by them the Pro- SE 
pbeteſs, and the Mother of the Faithful. And in molt 
Points of Difficulty concerning their Law they had 1 
recourſe to her, to know what had been the Senſe _ 
of the Impoſtor while alive in the Particular doubt- _— 
ed of; and whatſoever Anſwer ſhe gave went for | = 
an aut hentick Tradition among them ever after: _ 
For all their Traditions which compoſe their Soma I 
are pretended to be deriv'd either from her, ov 1 
ſome of Mahomet's ten Companions; that is, thoſe e 
ten who firſt came in unto him. But her Teſtimo- | ðâ/ 
he ny to a Tradition is reckon'd the moſt authentick; . -,- 
fer and next her, that of Abdorrahman Ebn Auf. For = 
ore being of all others the moſt familiarly converſant © 8 
za with the Inpoſtor all the Time that Scene of Delu- 
ere . . ſionñ 
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ſion was acting by him, and a Perſon of extraor- bj 
dinary Memory, he was moſt confided in for the m 
giving an exact Account of all his Sayings and th 
Doings relating to his Religion; and there are rec- W 

| kon'd no fewer than 5340 Traditions among them; . 
which are built upon his Authority only. This at 
Abdorrahman is alſo call'd Abu Hareira, that is, ol 
the Father of a Cat, which Name Mabomet gave him 8 
for the Fondneſs he had for a Cat, which he was h 
uſed moſt an end to carry with him in his Boſom b 
 where-ever he went: For it is uſual in the Arabick h. 
Tongue, when a Man is remarkable for any one * 
particular Thing, thus to expreſs it, by calling 0 
| bim the Father of it. And ſo Chalid, who was te 
Mabomet's Hoſt when he firſt came to Medina, was U 
for his remarkable Patience, call'd Abu Fob, that W 


is, the Father of Fob, or of the Patience of Fob, C( 
And this is that Fob, who dying at the Siege of Con- 


 ftantinople, when beſieg'd by the Saracens, was there cl 

bury'd under the Walls of the City, and hath his tl 

. Tomb there to be ſeen even unto this Day, where all b 
= the Grand Sergniors go forth to be inaugurated, when u 
. they firſt take upon them the Regal Authority. 1 
| Huaphſa, the Daughter of Omar, was next to #4 
Ayeſba, moſt in favour with him, and her he in- Z 

truſted with the keeping of the Cheſt of his Apo- * 

leſbip, wherein were laid up all the Original Pa- 8 

pers of his pretended Revelations, out of which 

the Alcoran was compoſed, as hath been already {t 

ſaid; and the Original Copy of that Book, An WR 

_ Leker, after the finiſhing of it, deliver'd alſo unto 1: 

her, to be kept in the ſame Cheſt, which proves te 

the Miſtake of Foannes Andreas in aſſigning the * 

keeping of this Cheſt to Ayeſha; for it is not likely E 

that Alu Beker would have diſpoſleſſed his own [ 
Daughter of this Office, which was honourable 6 


1 among them, had ſhe been firſt entruſted with it 


by 
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by the Impoſtor. Haphſa was much the elder Wo- 


man, and for that Reaſon probably preferr'd to 
this Truſt: For when ſhe dy'd, which was to- 
wards the latter end of the Reign of Othman, ſhe 
was ſixty Years old, and therefore muſt have been 
at the Death of the Impoſtor, at leaft forty Years 


old, when Ayeſha was not full Twenty. 


Zewda was in leaſt Favour with him of any of 
his Wives, and he intended to have put her away; 
but ſhe earneſtly deſir d him that ſhe might ſtill 
have the Reputation and Honour of being. his 
Wife, promiſing him if he would grant her this, 


ſhe would be content no more to lie with him, but 


to give her Turn always to Ayeſba; which Condi- 
tion he willingly ga es out of the great Love 


which he had for Ayeſba, and ſo permitted her to 


continue in his Houſe as long as he liv d. 
Zainab was 'firſt the Wife of Zeyd, his enfran- 
chis'd Slave, who being a Woman of great Beauty, 
the old Lecher fell deſperately in Love with her; 
but for fear of the Scandal which his taking her 
might give, he did all he could to ſuppreſs his 


Flame, til at length, being able to refift no 


longer, he broke the Matter to her, and cauſed 
Zeyd to put her away, that he might take her to 
Wife. Which he being forced to ſubmit to, this 
gave great Offence to all his Followers, that he, 
who call'd himſelf a Prophet, and an Apoſtle of God, 
ſent to teach Men his Law, ſhould for the gratify- 


ing of his Luft, do ſo ſcandalous a Thing, But to 


ſalve the Matter, out comes the thirty third Chap- 
ter of the Alcoran, called the Chapter of Hereſies, 
where God is brought in declaring, That he had 
married Zainab to Mahomet, and given him free 


Liberty to enjoy her according to his Deſire; and 


alſo rebuking him, that knowing God had given 
him this Thing, he ſhould abſtain ſo long from her, 
„ 5 0 : EE © 
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out of the Regard he had to the People, as if he | 


fear'd them more than God. However, this could 
not clear him fo, but that many of his Followers 
are hard put to it to excuſe him from the Scandal 
of this Fact, even unto this Day; and there are 
 fome of them who make no Doubt to charge him 
with Sin on the account hereof. Zainab hereon 
becoming the Wife of Mahomet, liv'd with him to 
the Time of his Death, always glorying and vaunt- 
ing her {elf above his other Wives, that whereas 
they were marry'd to Mahomet by their Parents 
and Kinsfolk, ſhe was marry'd to him by God 
himſelf, who dwells above the Seven Heavens. 
How he married Fuweira, hath been already 
related. Saphia was a Fewiſh Woman, and de- 
ſcended of the Race of the Pries, on which Ac- 
count ſhe was uſed to brag, That ſhe had Aaron 
for her Father, Moſes for her Uncle, and Mahomet 
for her Husband. Of the reſt of his Wives I find 
not any thing faid. eh | 
— Beſides theſe, he had a Concubine whom he 
much lov'd : She was an Egyptian Woman, and a 
Chriftian of the Facobite Set. The Governor of 
Egypt having Occaſion to treat with him about 


ſome Matters, and being inform'd of his brutiſh - 


Paſſion, to gratify him herein, and thereby. the 
better incline him to his Purpoſe, he ſent him this 
Maid for a Preſent, ſhe being then only fifteen 
Years old. He immediately fell in Love with her: 
But how ſecret ſoever he manag'd his Amours for 
fear of his Wives, Ayeſha and Haphſa found it out, 
and catch'd them together in the Fact: Whereon 
they reproach'd him bitterly for it, that he, who 
calPd himſelf a Prophet ſent fcom God to teach Men 


Righteouſneſs, ſhould do ſuch a thing: At which 


being much confounded, he ſwore a ſolemn Oath, 
That in caſe they would conceal the Matter, and 


not 
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e not ſay any thing of it to raiſe a Scandal againſt 
d him among his Muſlemans, he would never have 
8 to do with her more. On whieh Oath they were 
il content to paſs the Matter over, and ſay nothing 
e of it. But Mahomet's Luſt being of greater Force 9 
n with him than his Oath, he could not long hold, 
n but was catch'd again with her by his jealous 
0 Wives; whereon they flew out in a deſperate 
- Rage againſt him, and after having loaded him 
18 with a Multitude of Reproaches, both for his Per- 
ts jury as well as Adultery, went from him to their 
d Fathers Houſes ; which raiſing a great Noiſe, and 
many being offended with him for it, to ſmooth 
y the Matter again, he had recourſe to his old Art, 
e and out comes a new Revelation to juſtify him in 
— it, the ſixty ſixth Chapter of the Alcoran, call'd the 
7 Chapter of Prohibition, wherein he brings in Gad al- 
t lowing Mahomet, and all his Muflemans, to lie with 
d their Maids when they will, notwithſtanding their 
| Wives. The firſt Words of that Chapter are, O 
le Prophet, why doſt thou forbid what God hath allowed 
a ' thee, that thou may / pleaſe thy Wives * God hath 
f granted unto you to lie with your Maid-Servants. 
it Which Law being publiſh'd, it gave ſuch Content 
br to his licentious Followers, that no more Words | 
e were made of this Matter; but all gladly laid 2 
s hold of the Liberty which he had granted; and | 
n ever ſince it hath been an eſtabliſh'd Law among 
2 all that Se&, beſide their Wives, to keep as many 
r Women- Slaves for their Luſt as they ſhall think 
, fit to buy; and the Children of the one are as 
n legitimate as the Children of the other. And 
0 the Grand Seignior, who never marries, hath all his 
n Women under this latter Notion, that is, as his 
h Slaves, and he keeps none but ſuch in his Seraglio; 
, only after they have born him a Son he ſometimes 
d gives them the Name of Sultana, which is oven, 2 
t | | ; 


Heſba 


2 
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Ayeſha and Haphſa , finding the Matter to go thus, th 


and that Mahomet had in the fame Chapter threa- of 
ten'd them with Divorce, unleſs they ſubmitted W 
and were obedient ; they ſent their Fathers to him M 
to make their Peace, and again return'd to his 8 
Houſe, and totally ſubmitted, for the future, to 17 


his Will in all things; and from that time he lay 
Vith his Maid Mary as often as he pleaſed, with- Foy 
Cout their any further Contradiction or Controll, 
and had a Son by her, who was called Abraham. aba 
But after the Death of the ImpoTor, no Account 
was had of her or her Son, but both were ſent ſho! 
away into Egypt, and no mention made of either 
ever after among them. I ſuppoſe Ayeſha, out of 
the Hatred which ſhe bore her, procur'd of her Fa- 
ther, who ſucceeded the Inpoſtor in the Govern- 
ment, to have her thus diſpoſed of. SI 
One of the main Arguments which the Follow- elf 


ers of Mahomet make uſe of to excuſe his having _ 
ſo many Wives, is, that he might beget young % 
Prophets; but notwithſtanding this, he left no Lo 


young Prophet nor Propheteſs neither behind him he 
of all his Wives. Of fix Children, which he had ex 


all by Cadigha his firſt Wife, and none by any of = 
the others, they all died before him, excepting © 
only Fatima the Wife of Ali, and ſhe furviv'd him - f 


only fixty Days. e a brow 
As the gratifying of his Ambition and his Luſt, F Icu 


was the main End of his Inpoſture, ſo they both 55 
cContinually appear through the whole Contexture chr 
of it. At firſt his Ambition had the Predominan- BN - Fi 
cy in him; but when that began to be ſomewhat ep 
ſatisfy'd with the Power he had attain'd to, his 1 
Laſt grew upon him with his Age, and at length he I here. 
ſeem d totally diſſolv'd into it. And there are ins 
ſtrange things ſaid of him this way ; as that he {ag 


had in Venery the Strength of forty other Men, _ 
a; os me | tha 
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that he knew all his Wives, when he had eleven 
of them; one after another in an Hour's Time. 
Whatever Laws he gave to reſtrain the Luft of other 
Men, he took care always to except himſelf, reſol- 
ving, it ſeems, to take his full Swing herein with- 
out Let or Controll, according as the violent Bent 


of his brutiſh Appetite this way fhould lead him. 
4 


1. He would not allow any other to have 


above four Wives; but to himſelf he reſerved a 


Liberty to marry, without Reſtraint, as many as he 


| ſhould think fit, and he had Ten together at the 


ſame time when he died. . 1 
2. He obliged all others, who have two, three, 


or four Wives, to uſe them all equally alike, both 


as to their Cloathing, Diet, and the Duties of the 


Marriage-bed. And in caſe any Wife thinks her- 
ſelf unequally uſed in any of thoſe Particulars, and 


that the Husband doth not as largely diſpenſe to 
her of them, as to his other Wives, it is allowed 
through all Mabometan Countries, that the make 
her Complaint to the Judge, and the Law will give 
her Redreſs herein, and forte the Husband to do 
her Juſtice. But Mahomet reſerved Liberty to him- 
ſelf to do as he ſhould-ſee fit as to this; and there- 
fore when ſome of his Wives were aggrieved, be- 


| cauſe he ſhewed more Fayour to the other, and par- 
E ticularly to Ayeſba than to them, and made Com- 


plaints againſt him on this Account; to ſtill their 
Clamours, he brings in God in the Thirty- third 
Chapter of his Alcoran, giving him full Liberty to 
deal with his Wives as he thould think fit, to go in 
to which he pleaſed, and abſtain from which he 


pleaſed; and commanding them to be content 
hberewith, and alſo to be well pleaſed with whate- 
ver elſe he ſhould do in reference to them, accept- 


ng as a Fayour from him - whatſoever he ſhould 
"Wo _ 


e 
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their Sons, and the married Wives of other Men. 
And yet in the Thirty-third Chapter he brings 


ive them, and take Exceptions at nothing which 
= ſhould be pleaſed to order concerning * 

3. In the Fourth Chapter of his Alcoran, which 
is called the Chapter of Women, he forbids his Mu- 
flemans to marry with their Mothers, their Mothers. 


in- law, the Wives of their Fathers, their Daughters, 


the Sifters of their Fathers, the Sifters of their Mothers, 
the Daughters of their Brothers, the Daughters of theiy 
S:Fers, their Nurſes, their Foſter-fiſters, the Mother, 
of their Wives, the Siſters of their Wives, the Dargb- 


ters of their Wives by other Husbands, the Daughters 


of Women whom they have known, and the Wives of 


in God exempting him from this Law, and giving 
him an eſpecial Privilege to take to Wife the 


Daughters of his Brother, or the Daughters of his 
Siſter, and to go in to any other Woman whatſo⸗ 


ever of the Believers, that fhall be willing to pro- 
ſtitute her ſelf unto him. But he there takes care 
to appropriate this Liberty ſo peculiarly to himſelf 
alone, that he excludes all others whatſoever from 
it. For it ſeems the Old Lecher feared his Luft 
fhould not be ſufficiently provided for, if any thing 


leſs than the whole Sex were allowed him for the 
_ gratifying of it; and therefore would endure no 


Reſtraint or Limitation upon himſelf herein, how 
ſtrictly ſoever he lays it upon others. In the above 


. bz _mention'd Law he forbids the marrying of the #7: 


of other Men; and abundant Reaſon there is for it, 


that no Man fhall be allow'd adulterouſly to take 
to Wife her that is at the ſame time the Wife i 
another; and yet he tranſgreſſed it in marrying the 
Wife of his Servant Zeyd. But to allay the Scan- 
dal and Offence which was taken at it; and to ſe- 
cure others from fearing the like Injury and Vio- 
lence from him, he was content after that to lay ? 


Reſtraint 


— 


} 


Reſtraint upon himſelf to do ſo no more; and 
therefore brings in God, telling him in the ſame 


Thirty-third Chapter of his Alcoran, That it ſhall 


not be lawful for him for the future to take ano- 
ther Man's Wife, how much ſoever he may be 


taken with her Beauty. 


As he was thus brutiſhly enſlaved to the Love of 


Women, ſo was he as exceſſively jealous of thoſe 
. whom he had taken to Wife. And therefore to de- 


ter. them from what he feared, he threatens 


them with double the Puniſhment of other Wives, 


both here and hereafter, in caſe they ſhould be 
falſe unto him. And when ſome of his Followers 
made too frequent Reſort to his Houſe, and there 
entered into Diſcourſe with ſome of his Wives, this 


— him that Offence, that to prevent it for the 
4 


uture, out came, as from God, thoſe Verſes of 
the Alcoran, wherein he tells them, that they 


ſhould not enter into the Houſe of the Prophet 


without Permiſſion; and that if invited to dine 


with him, they ſhould depart as ſoon as Dinner 
was over, and not enter into Diſcourſe with his 
Wives; that although the Prophet be aſhamed to 
bid them be gone, yet God is not aſhamed to tell 


them the Truth. And in the ſame Chapter he for- 


| bids his Wives to ſpeak to any Man, unleſs with 
their Faces veiled. And this his Jealouſy proceed- 
ded fo far, as to go beyond the Grave; for he could 
not bear that any one elſe ſhould have to do with 
his Wives, though after his Death, and therefore 
ſtrictly forbids all his Followers ever to go in to 
any of them as long as they ſhould live: So that 
although all other Women when repudiated, or 
become Widows, had Liberty to marry again, all 
his Wives were excluded from it z and therefore 
all thoſe whom he left at his Death lived Wi- 
dos ever after, although ſome of them were very 


D:2. young; 
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% 


young; as particularly Ayeſha, who was not then 
full twenty Years old, and lived above eight and 
_ forty Years after, which was in that hot Country 
'Jook'd upon as a very hard reſtraint put upon them, 


In all theſe Inſtances I have mentioned, it ap- 


_ pears how much he made his Impoſture ſerve his 
- Luft. - And indeed, almoſt the whole of his Alco- 
ran was in like manner framed to anſwer ſome 


Purpoſe or other of his, according as Occaſion re- 
quired. If any new Thing were to be put on foot, 
any Objection againſt him or his Religion to be an- 


ſwered, any Difficulty to be ſolved, any Diſcontent 
among his People to be quieted, any Offence to be 
removed, or any thing elſe done for the Intereſt of 


His Deſigns, his conſtant recourſe was to the An- 


gel Gabriel for a new Revelation; and out came ſome 


Addition to his Alcoran to ſerve his turn herein: 
So that the moſt of it was made on ſuch like Occa- 
ſions, to influence his Party to what he intended. 
And all his Commentators thus far acknowledge it, 
that they are on every Chapter very particular in 


aſſigning for what Cauſes and for whoſe Sakes it 


was ſent down from Heaven unto them. But here- 
by it came to paſs that abundance of Contradictions 
got into his Book; for as the Intereit and the 


| ey > wi G . 


a” 


_.. » Sqdi& _a© twat flint} tic os; 


Deſign of the Impoſtor varied, ſo was he forced to 


make his pretended Revelations to vary alſo ; which 
is a thing ſo well known to thoſe of his Set, that 


they all acknowledge it; and therefore where the 


Contradictions are ſuch as they cannot ſalve them, 
there they will have one of the contradicting Pla- 
ces to be revoked: And they reckon in the whole 
Alcoran above an hundred and fifty Verſes which 


are thus revoked; which is the beſt Shift they 


can make to ſalve the Contradictions and Inconſi- 


. fencies of it. But thereby they do exceedingly 
* betray the Unſteadineſs and Inconſtancy of him 
a that Was the Author of it. In 


, 
- 
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In the Beginning of his Inpoſture, heſeemed more | 
inclined to the Fews than to the Chriſtians; and in 
the firſt forming of his new- invented Religion, * 
followed the Pattern of theirs more tham any other; 
but after his coming to Medina, he took that Diſ- 
gult againſt them, that he became their bitter and 
moſt irreconcilable Enemy ever after, and uſed 
them with greater Cruelty in his Wars than any | 
other he had to deal with. 5 _ 
But to the Oriſtians he ever carried himſelf with | 
as much Favour as could be expected from ſuch a 
Barbarian , and where-ever they fell under his 
Power, they had always good Terms from him, 
His general Rule, and which he laid as a ſtrict 
Obligation upon all his Followers, was to fight | 
for the Propagation of his Religion: And there 1 
were only two Conditions on which he granted 3 
Peace to any he had to do with; and theſe were 1 
either to come into his Religion, or ſubmit to be 1 
Tributaries unto him. They that did the former, 5 
were admitted into the ſame Privileges and Free- 
doms with the reſt of his Followers: But the lat- 
ter had only the Benefit of his Protection, as to 
their Goods and Perſons, and free Exerciſe of their 
| any other Privilege or Advan- 
for which every Man paid an | 
Annual Tribute. But thoſe who would not come Th 
in, and make Peace with him on one of theſe two 
Conditions, were by his Law to be put to the 
Sword: And this Law, in every one of its Particu- 
lars, is ſtill obſerved in all Mahometan Countries, 
even to this Day. At firſt few ſubmitted to him 
but ſuch as he forced by Conqueſt ; but when his 
Power grew to be formidable, then Multitudes, 
both of Chriſtians and other Religions, flock'd to him 
for his Protection, and became his Tributaries. And 
there hath in this laſt Age been publiſh'd, firſt by 
ds 5 Honita 


102 The Life of MAHOME T. 
Sionita at Paris, and after by Fabricius at Roftoch, 
a Writing in Arabick, which bears the Title of an 
Ancient Capitulation of the Chriſtians of the Eaff 
with this Impoſtor, which is ſaid to have been laid 
up in the Monaſtery of Mount Carmel in Faleſtine, 
and from thence brought into France, and repoſi- 
ted in the French King's Library: But Grotius 

rejects it is a Forgeryz and good Reaſon he had ſo 
to do; for it bears date in the fourth Year of the 
Hegira, when Mahomet was not yet in a Condition 
to ſpeak in that Language which he is made to do 
in that Writing; nor was his Power then ſo for- 
midable, as to move any to pray his Protection, 
he having not long before been overthrown and 
beaten at the Battle of Ohud ; and at the time this 
Jiſtrument bears date (which was the fourth Month 
of that Year) not fully recovered from that Blow; 
but in the loweſt Circumſtances he had at any time 
been ſince the taking .the Sword for the Propaga- 
ting of his Impoſture :- And there is another Particu- 
lar in it, which manifeſtly diſcovers the Forgery; 
It makes Moawias, the Son of Abu Sophian, to be 
the Secretary to the Impoſtor, who drew the Iuſtru- 
ment ; whereas it is certain, that Moawias, with 


© his Father Abu Sophian, was then in Arms againſt 


him; and it was not till the taking of Mecca, 
which was Four Years after, that they came in un- 
to him, and to ſave their Lives, embraced the Im- 
poſture. This Inſtrument is. to be read in Engliſh, in 
the Hiſtor) of the Preſent State of the Ottoman En- 
pire, Book 2; Chap.. 2. 
However, this is certain, that the Chriſtiaus had 
better Terms from him than any other of his Tri- 
butaries, and they enjoy them even unto this Day; 
there being no Mahometan Country where their Re- 
ligion is not eſteemed the beſt next their own, and 
the Profeſſors of it accordingly reſpected * 
. 17 efore 
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before the Jews, Heat hens, or any other Sort of 


Men that differ from them. 


As the Impoſtor allowed the Old and New Teſfa- 
ment, ſo would he fain prove his Miſſion from both. 
The Texts, which are made uſe of for this Purpoſe 


by thoſe who defend his Cauſe, are theſe fol- 


owing : ns 
| 2 33. v. 2. It is ſaid, The Lord came 
from Sinai, and roſe up from Seir unto them; he .ſhi- 
ed forth from Mount Pharan, and he came with ten 
thouſand of Saints; from bis right Hand went a fiery 
Law for them. By which Words they. will have 
meant the coming down-of the Law to Moſes on 
Mount Sinai; of the Goſpel to Feſus at Feruſalem, 


and of the Alcoran to Mahomet at Mecca : For, ſay, 


they, Ser are the Mountains of Feruſalem, where 
Jeſu appeared, and Pharan the Mountains of Mec- 
ca where Mahomet appeared. But they are here 
much out in their Geography; for Pharan is a 
City of Arabia Petraa, near the Red-Sea, towards 
the Bottom of that Gulyb, not far from the Confines 
of Egypt and Paleſtine, above five hundred Miles 
diſtant from Mecca. It was formerly an Epi- 
ſcopal See under the Patriarch of Feruſalem, and fa- 
ous for Theodorus once Biſhop of it, who was 
the firſt that in his Writings publiſhed to the: 
World the Opinion of the Monothelites. It is at 
this Day called Fara, From hence the Defarts 
lying from this City to the Borders of Paleſtine, are 
called the Deſarts or Wilderneſs of Pharan; and the 
Mountains lying in it, the Mountains of Pharax, in 
Holy Scripture, near which Moſes firſt began to 
repeat, and more clearly explain the Law to the Oil- 


_ dren of Tſrael before his Death; and to that refers 


the Text above-mentioned. | | 
Pal. 50. v. 2. We have it, Out of Sion the Per- 
fection of Beauty, God bath ſhined. Which the Syriac 
8 1 | Pierſion 


> 
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_ . . 7erfon reads thus, Out of Sion God hath ſhewed a Glo- 
ions Crown. From whence ſome Arabick Tranſl. | 
1 tions having expreſſed the two laſt Words by Ecli- 
Ian Mahmudan, i. e. an Honourable Crown; by Mah- 
mudan, they underſtood the Name of Mahomet, 
=: and ſo read the Verſe. thus, Out of Sion hath God 
af ſbewed the Crown of Mahomet. 

*Tſatab;'c.'21. v. 7. We read, And he ſam a Cha- 
riot with a couple of Horſmen, a Chariot of Aſſes, and a 
Chariot of Camels. +. But the old Latin Verſion hath it, 
Etcbidit currum duorum Equitum, A ſceuſorem Aſini, 

A cen ſorem Cameli : i. e. And he ſaw a Chariot of 
' two Horſmen, a Rider upon an Aſs, and a Rider upon 
a Camel. Where by the Rider upon an Aſs, they 
underſtand Fefus Chriſt, becauſe he did ſo ride to 

Feruſalem; and by the Rider on the Camel, Ma- 
 homet, becauſe he was of the Arabians, who uſed 
tor ide up imeles. 1, 

Fobn 16. v. 7. Our Saviour tells his Diſciples, Ir 
Igo not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but 
F I depart Ivill ſend bim unto you. By the Comfor- 
ter the Mahometans will have their Prophet Maho- 
met to be here meant; and therefore among other 
Titles which they give him in their Language, one 
is Faraclete, which is the Greek Word here uſed in 
this Text for the Comforter, made Arabick. They 
alſo ſay, That the very Name of Mahomet, both 

here and in other Places of the Goſpel, was ex- 
preſly mention'd, but that the Chriſtians, out of 
Malice have blotted it out, and corrupted thoſe 
Holy Writings; and that at Paris there is a Copy 
of theſe Goſpels without theſe Corruptions, in 
which the Goming of Mahomet is foretold in ſeve- 
ral Places, with his Name expreſly mention'd in 
them. And ſome ſuch thing they had need to ſay, 
to juſtify the impudent Lye of this Impoſtor, who 
in the fixty firſt Chapter of the Alcoran, 3 
In | 2 
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The Chapter of Battle, hath theſe Words, Remembe - 


that Jeſus the Son of Mary ſaid to the Children of 


Iſrael, I am the Meſſenger of God, he hath ſent me to © 


confirm the Old Teſtament, and to declare unto you, 
That there ſhall come a Prophet after me, whoſe Name 
ſhall be Mahomet. 


* 
= 


There needs no Anſwer to confute theſe Gloſſes; 
the Abſurdity of them is ſufficiently expoſed by 
barely relating them. And ſince they could find 
nothing elſe in all the Books of the Old and New 
Teftament to wreſt to their Purpoſe but theſe Texts 
abovemention'd, which are to every Man's Ap- 
prehending ſo exceedingly wide of it; theſe thew 
at how vaſt a Diſtance the true Word of God is 
from this Impious Impoſture, and how much it is 
in all its Parts contrary thereto, / 


And thus far I have laid together as exactly and 
particularly .as I could, out of the beſt Authors 


that treat of this Impoſtor, all that is credibly re- 


lated of him, and thoſe Methods which he took 
for the Framing and Propagating that Impious 
Forgery, which he hath impoſed upon ſo large a 
Part -of Mankind as have been deluded thereinto, 
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BOOKS lately pabliſtod and ſold a thi” 
Corner of Some Alien in Dames- 

Street, and by Stearne Brock in Effex- 

street, near Eſſex- Gate. 
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